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TEACHER KEY 11.5.1 

Exploring Vocabulary in “Hamilton Lodge Ball” Article 

Word meaning and/or connotations may shift over time. This activity will help you look at vocabulary in the 
“Hamilton Lodge Ball” newspaper article with a historical lens, giving you a deeper understanding of how the 
events are being described and how they fit into the landscape of 1920s culture. 

Vocabulary Exploration 

1.  With your partner(s), complete the first two columns of the accompanying chart to map your current 
understandings of some of the vocabulary words that are featured in the article. In column I, describe what the 
words currently mean to you (if anything). In column II, give examples or list the words’ connotations (the 
feelings or associations that come along with them). 

  

2.  Now fill out the next two columns of the chart using the following online resources to explore possible 
definitions of the words. (Pay close attention to dates in Green’s Dictionary of Slang.) 

a.  greensdictofslang.com 

b.  merriam-webster.com/dictionary (if needed to supplement Green’s) 

In column III, write the definition or sense of the word, from either dictionary, that you think most closely 
matches the way it is being used in the article. In column IV, write an explanation for your choice. 

3.  Which words in the piece (explored above or otherwise) relate to gender or sexuality? 

Possible answers may include: frail, freakish, sexes, males, effeminate, shebas, sheiks, maiden, 
females, “girls,” masculine. 

  

4.  Which words in the piece (explored above or otherwise) have connotations of pleasure, opulence, or 
materialism? 

Possible answers may include: ball, scene, splendor, rendezvous, masquerade, palace, spectacular, 
extraordinary, show, spectators, thrill, onlookers, eyeful, beautiful, gowns, sheiks, shebas, 
mesmerizing, costumes, gorgeous. 

Synthesis 

5.  In what ways does this text illustrate social trends of the 1920s? 

Depending on the context and emphasis of your class, students should be able to discuss this text as 
illustrating the increasing visibility of LGBT counterculture, especially among black communities in 
Harlem, and/or as illustrating an increase in consumption culture. 
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TEACHER KEY 11.5.2 

  

Word 

My current 
understanding of 
the word 

My examples/ 

connotations of 
the word 

Possible dictionary 
meaning (for this 
article) 

Explanation (of how I think the 
word is working in this article) 

frail (Responses in this 
column will vary.) 

  

  

  

(Responses in 
this column will 
vary.) 

(Responses here 
could also vary 
somewhat.) 

  

Easily led into evil; 
morally weak (M-W). 

(Responses here could also vary 
somewhat.) 

  

Because this describes a 
counterculture, it seems feasible 
that it might be associated with 
immorality. 

freakish   

  

  

  

  

  

  Homosexual, of either 
gender (Green’s). 

This meaning showed up in the 
1920s, and drag is often 
associated with homosexuality. 

sheik   

  

  

  

  

  

  A fashionably 
dressed young man 
(Green’s). 

It is used to describe women 
dressed (well) as men. 
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sheba   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

An attractive, 
fashionable woman 
(Green’s). 

It is used to describe men 
dressed (well) as women. 

gang   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Any social group 
(with no criminal 
overtones) (Green’s). 

It seems to be used to describe 
the LGBT community as a 
group. 

  

 


