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Student Handout 2.3 Government Institutions: Readers’ Theater 
 
Readers’ Theater (complete version): How does our government work? 
All:        The Constitution. 
Reader 1:   The Constitution of the United States is a written document that explains how our 
government should work.  
Reader 2:   The Constitution describes rights that all citizens have. A citizen is a person who was 
born in this country or someone who came to this country from another country and then spent time, 
money, and work to become a citizen.  
Reader 3:   The Constitution describes the three branches of our government — the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches.  
Reader 4:   These branches of government work under a system of checks and balances so that no 
one branch becomes more powerful than the others.  
Reader 5:   The American people agree that the rules in the Constitution serve as the rules of the 
nation.  
All:        The legislative branch. (Show Source 1: US Capitol Building.) 
Reader 1:   The legislative branch, or the Congress, is broken into two parts — the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.  
Reader 2:   Each state in the nation, no matter how big, gets two senators. 
Reader 3:   Each state has a different number of members in the House of Representatives. States 
with more people have more representatives. States with fewer people have a smaller number of 
representatives. 
Reader 4:   The legislative branch makes, or proposes, laws for our country. The members also 
approve or disapprove of people whom the president nominates to lead courts or other government 
offices. 
Reader 5:   The American people agree to vote for officials who enforce and change the laws of the 
country. By voting, citizens are active participants in the government. 
All:        The executive branch. (Show Source 2: White House Easter Egg Roll.) 
Reader 1:   The executive branch carries out and enforces the laws.  
Reader 2:   The executive branch includes the president, vice president, the cabinet, and other 
departments and agencies.  
Reader 3:   The president is the leader of the country. The president is the head of state, leader of 
the government, and commander-in-chief of the armed forces.  
Reader 4:   The vice president supports the president and will serve if the president is not able to. 
The cabinet members are advisers to the president. 
All:       The judicial branch. (Show Source 3: Mother and Child on Supreme Court Steps.) 
Reader 5:   The third and final branch is the judicial branch.  
Reader 1:   The judicial branch interprets the meaning of laws and decides if laws break the rules of 
the Constitution.  
Reader 2:   The judicial branch of our government is made up of the Supreme Court and other 
courts.  
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All:        The three branches work together to make up the government of the United States 
of America.  
Reader 3:   We, the people, are also an important part of our government. 
Reader 4:   Through voting, citizens can help to choose our leaders. We can even run for office 
ourselves. 
Reader 5:   We, the people, can also express our opinions to the government through peaceful 
demonstrations. 
Reader 6:   We, the people, can also reach out to our government officials directly to share our 
views. 
All:        We, the People + the Constitution = Our American Government 
  



Teaching California          2.3 Government Institutions                Page 3 
Copyright © 2019, Regents of the University of California 

 

Group A 
All:     The Constitution. 
Reader 1: The Constitution describes rights that all citizens have. A citizen is a person who was born in 
this country or someone who came to this country from another country and then spent time, money, 
and work to become a citizen.  
 

Reader 2: The Constitution guarantees rights for all citizens, provides rules and regulations, and lays 
out the main ideas of our nation. 
 
Reader 3: The Constitution describes the three branches of our government — the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches.  
 
Reader 4: These branches of government work under a system of checks and balances so that no one 
branch becomes more powerful than the others.  
 
Reader 5: The American people agree that the rules in the Constitution serve as the rules of the nation.  
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Group B 
All:      The legislative branch. (Show Source 1: US Capitol Building.) 
 
Reader 1: The legislative branch, or the Congress, is broken into two parts — the House of Representatives and 
the Senate.  
 
Reader 2:    Each state in the nation, no matter how big, gets two senators. 
 
Reader 3: Each state has a different number of members in the House of Representatives. States with more 
people have more representatives. States with fewer people have a smaller number of representatives. 
 
Reader 4: The legislative branch makes, or proposes, laws for our country. The members also approve or 
disapprove of people whom the president nominates to lead courts or other  government offices. 
 
Reader 5: The American people agree to vote for officials who enforce and change the laws of the country. By 
voting, citizens are active participants in the government. 
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Group C 
All:     The executive branch. (Show Source 2: White House Easter Egg Roll.) 
 
Reader 1: The executive branch carries out and enforces the laws.  
 
Reader 2: The executive branch includes the president, vice president, the cabinet, and other departments and 
agencies.  
 
Reader 3: The president is the leader of the country. The president is the head of state, leader of the 
government, and commander-in-chief of the armed forces.  
 
Reader 4: The vice president supports the president and will serve if the president is not able to. The cabinet 
members are advisers to the president. 
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Group D 
All:     The judicial branch. (Show Source 3: Mother and Child on Supreme Court Steps.) 
 
Reader 5: The third and final branch is the judicial branch.  
 
Reader 1: The judicial branch interprets the meaning of laws and decides if laws break the rules of the 
Constitution.  
 
Reader 2: The judicial branch of our government is made up of the Supreme Court and other courts.  
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Group E 
All:   The three branches work together to make up the government of the United States of America. 
 
Reader 3: We, the people, are also an important part of our government. 
 
Reader 4: Through voting, citizens can help to choose our leaders. We can even run for office ourselves. 
 
Reader 5: We, the people, can also express our opinions to the government through peaceful demonstrations. 
 
Reader 6: We, the people, can also reach out to our government officials directly to share our views. 
 
All:     We, the People + the Constitution = Our American Government 


