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12E.3 Teacher Key  
 
Identify: Note which section(s) of the text most directly answer the following surface-level questions. 
Paraphrase these sections of the original text to answer the questions.       

1.  What actions did Roosevelt want to prevent? 

Sections 3, 5: Roosevelt didn’t want companies to deplete natural resources by using them however 
they want without any government regulation. 

  

2.   What were some of the major dangers with industrial production that Roosevelt identified? 
  
Sections 4, 6: Roosevelt was worried that, because of unregulated industrial production, future 
generations would not have as many natural resources to support their own industrial activities 
seemingly necessary to their economic and political well-being. 

  
  

3.  What did Roosevelt see as the role of the government, in general? 

Section 2: Roosevelt felt the government exists to ensure rights and freedoms so everyone has a 
chance to live a good life. 

  

  

Infer: The following information is not explicitly stated but is implied in the text. Answer the questions using text 
evidence to support your inferences. 

4.  What did “conservation” mean to Roosevelt? 

In the first section of this letter, Roosevelt sets up his explanation of “the policy of conservation,” and 
sections 3 – 6 that follow all talk about the threat of using up natural resources too quickly such that 
future generations cannot survive or engage in industry themselves. In other words, Roosevelt sees 
“conservation” as using natural resources only at a rate that can be replenished so that humans can 
continue to depend on resources for survival. 

5.  What did Roosevelt see as the role of the government with respect to natural resources? 

In section 2, Roosevelt establishes that he sees the role of government as protecting rights to life, and 
in sections 3 – 6, he discusses the possible consequences (as they relate to these rights to life) of 
unregulated industry use of natural resources. Therefore, Roosevelt’s stance is that government should 
regulate industry use of these natural resources so that they are not used up at an unsustainable rate. 

Synthesize: Connect the information in this text with other information by reflecting and responding to the 
questions below. 

6.  What other understandings of “conservation” have you encountered? How does Roosevelt’s 
understanding compare to these? 

Responses will vary based on student experiences, but students may write about how definitions of 
conservation could be focused more on the aesthetics and the spiritual benefits of nature or on 
moral/animal rights arguments for conservation. (Regardless, students should contrast these 
approaches with Roosevelt’s focus on conservation to make industrial activities sustainable.) 
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7.  How does Roosevelt’s stance toward government intervention regarding natural resources 
compare to another stance toward government economic intervention/nonintervention that you’ve 
discussed so far in class? 

Responses may vary depending on what the class has covered, but students could, for example, 
compare Roosevelt’s stance toward government intervention regarding natural resources to that shown 
by the Pacific Railway Act of 1862, focusing not only on how much government intervention is thought 
appropriate but also on the shifting rationales for it. 

 


