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Student Handout 12E.3 Government Influence in the US Economy 
 

Letter from Theodore Roosevelt[1] 
  

Directions: This text, divided into sections for the purposes of answering the questions that follow, is from 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s letter to Congress in 1909 as part of the first report of the National 
Conservation Commission. It reveals Roosevelt’s opinion about the role of the government in regulating natural 
resources. Roosevelt shared these remarks at the end of his eight years in office. Read through the entire 
excerpt and then tackle the questions that follow, which will help you notice (1) information that the letter states 
explicitly (or outright), (2) information you can figure out from what the letter states, and (3) meaning you can 
make by thinking about the letter in conversation with other information sources. 

  

1 The policy of conservation is perhaps the most typical example of the general policies which this 
Government has made peculiarly its own during the opening years of the present century. 

2 The function of our Government is to insure to all its citizens, now and hereafter, their rights to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

3 If we of this generation destroy the resources from which our children would otherwise derive their 
livelihood, 

4 we reduce the capacity of our land to support a population, and so either degrade the standard of living 
or deprive the coming generations of their right to life on this continent. 

5 If we allow great industrial organizations to exercise unregulated control of the means of production and 
the necessaries of life, 

6 we deprive the Americans of to-day and of the future of industrial liberty, a right no less precious and vital 
than political freedom. 
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Identify: Note which section(s) of the text most directly answer the following surface-level questions. 
Paraphrase these sections of the original text to answer the questions.       

1.  What actions did Roosevelt want to prevent? 

  

  

  

2.   What were some of the major dangers with industrial production that Roosevelt identified? 
  

  
  
  
  

3.  What did Roosevelt see as the role of the government, in general? 

  

  

  

Infer: The following information is not explicitly stated but is implied in the text. Answer the questions using text 
evidence to support your inferences. 

4.  What did “conservation” mean to Roosevelt? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
5.  What did Roosevelt see as the role of the government with respect to natural resources? 

  

  

  

Synthesize: Connect the information in this text with other information by reflecting and responding to the 
questions below. 

6.  What other understandings of “conservation” have you encountered? How does Roosevelt’s 
understanding compare to these? 

  

  

  

7.  How does Roosevelt’s stance toward government intervention regarding natural resources 
compare to another stance toward government economic intervention/nonintervention that you’ve 
discussed so far in class? 
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[1] Text from Report of the National Conservation Commission, February 1909. Special message from the 
president of the United States transmitting a report of the National Conservation Commission, with 
accompanying papers. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1909. 
 


