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Student Handout 10.7 Appeal of Communism and Fascism 

Introduction 

In this text, “fascism,” which is an ideology, or a system of beliefs, acts almost like a person. Benito Mussolini 
organizes this text by focusing on one complex idea in each paragraph. In the first sentence of each paragraph 
he states that fascism was either for or against that idea. He does this sometimes by using verb combinations 
that signal support or opposition (such as “believes neither” and “makes . . . the complete opposite”) and other 
times by single verbs (such as “repudiates” and “denies”). In the remaining sentences of each paragraph, he 
develops that idea by using positive words for fascism’s beliefs and negative words for the opposing beliefs. 

Directions: 

1. Read the first paragraph. 

2. Identify the complex idea and write down whether fascism is for or against it. 

3. Identify three negative words (used for the beliefs fascism opposed) and three positive words (used for the 
beliefs fascism supported). Use a dictionary to help you decide whether words are negative, positive, or 
neutral. 

4. Write a sentence explaining why fascism was for or against the complex idea. You may use the negative 
and positive words you identified if you wish. Use these guide words for your sentence: Fascism is for/against. 
. . . because. . . . , while. . . .  

 

The first one is done for you. 

Paragraph 1: 

Fascism . . . believes neither in the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates the doctrine 
of Pacifism — born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice. War alone 
brings up to its highest tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have 
courage to meet it. . . .  

Complex idea: ____peace (or pacifism)______________ Is fascism for or against this idea? 
___against___________ 

Three negative words: ____renunciation, struggle, cowardice__________________________ 

Three positive words: _____highest, nobility, courage__________________________________ 

Summary sentence: _____Fascism is against peace because it is like giving up (renunciation) and being a 
coward, while war raises people up and gives them courage and nobility. ________ 

Paragraph 2: 

Such a conception of life makes Fascism the complete opposite of. . . . so-called scientific and Marxian 
Socialism, the materialist conception of history. . . . Fascism, now and always, believes in holiness and in 
heroism; that is to say, in action influenced by no economic motive. . . . Fascism repudiates the conception of 
“economic” happiness, to be realized by Socialism . . . which would reduce men to the level of animals, caring 
for one thing only — to be fat and well-fed — and would thus degrade humanity to a purely physical existence. 
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Complex idea: ________________________________ Is fascism for or against this idea? 
_____________________ 

Three negative words: __________________________________________________________ 

Three positive words: _________________________________________________________ 

Summary sentence: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 3: 

After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole complex system of democratic ideology, and repudiates it. . . . 
Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it is a majority, can direct human society; it denies that 
numbers alone can govern by means of a periodical consultation, and it affirms the immutable, beneficial, and 
fruitful inequality of mankind . . . The Fascist State organizes the nation, but leaves a sufficient margin of liberty 
to the individual; the latter is deprived of all useless and possible harmful freedom, but retains what is 
essential; the deciding power in this question cannot be the individual, but the State alone . . .  

Complex idea: ________________________________ Is fascism for or against this idea? 
_____________________ 

Three negative words: _________________________________________________________________ 

Three positive words: __________________________________________________________________ 

Summary sentence: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 4: 

For Fascism, the growth of empire, that is to say the expansion of the nation, is an essential manifestation of 
vitality, and its opposite a sign of decadence. Peoples which are rising, or rising again after a period of 
decadence, are always imperialist; and renunciation is a sign of decay and of death. Fascism is the doctrine 
best adapted to represent the tendencies and the aspirations of a people, like the people of Italy, who are 
rising again after many centuries of abasement and foreign servitude. But Empire demands discipline, the 
coordination of all forces and a deeply felt sense of duty and sacrifice . . . for never before has the nation stood 
more in need of authority, of direction and order. 

Complex idea: ________________________________ Is fascism for or against this idea? _____________ 

Three negative words: __________________________________________________________ 

Three positive words: _________________________________________________________ 

Summary sentence: ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


