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Student Handout: Introductory Activity, Source 6, Analyzing Art of Trayvon Martin 

Read the following paragraph on the death of Trayvon Martin. 

Trayvon Martin was a 17-year-old African American boy who was killed in Sanford, Florida, on February 26, 2012. Martin 
was walking back to the house where he was staying after stopping at a 7-Eleven. He was unarmed and wearing a gray 
hoodie over his head. George Zimmerman, a 28-year-old member of the local community watch, spotted Martin and 
called 911 to report that he was following a person who looked suspicious. When police arrived they found Martin dead 
from a bullet wound and Zimmerman with blood on his face. Zimmerman had shot and killed Martin. Zimmerman claimed 
that he had shot Martin in self-defense. 
 
Media coverage of this event spanned across all forms of twenty-first-century coverage from television to social media 
such as Twitter. Coverage included cable television news programs, blogs and opinion writing, and social media debate. 
Zimmerman was eventually put on trial for Martin’s murder. He was acquitted in 2013. His acquittal set off a series of 
protests that provided a catalyst for the Black Lives Matter movement.  
 
Process for observing art: 

1. Observe the image for ONE FULL MINUTE — this will be challenging!! 
2. Write down your first response to the art. What did it make you feel? What do you think about it? 
3. Discuss an objective description of the work with your group. Reach consensus about what you see. 
4. Write down two observations about formal elements of the art. Examine the use of lines, shapes, color, 

form, composition, format, etc.  
5. Based on this artistic evidence, what questions might you ask about the Trayvon Martin case? 
6. What might be the message the artist wants you to understand? 
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