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10.5 Teacher Key 

 
Circumstance and Complete 
Subject 

Verb Phrase Follow-up Interacting with Text 

 
Our Armenian fellow 
countrymen, who form 
one of the Ottoman 
racial elements, 

 
having 
taken up 
with  

 
a lot of false ideas of a 
nature 
 

What kind of ideas might a 
minority group have that could 
threaten the public order of an 
empire? 
 
Armenians want more rights.  

  

  

 
to disturb 

 
the public order 

as a result of foreign 
instigations for many 
years past, and 
because of the fact that 
they 
 
Who or what is “they”? 
foreign instigations / 
Armenians  

 
have brought 
about  

 
bloody happenings  
 

What does the Ottoman 
government accuse the 
Armenians of causing? 
Armenian involvement with 
foreigners has caused bloody 
clashes. 

 
and  
 
Who has attempted to 
destroy? 
Armenians  

 
have  
attempted to 
destroy 

the peace and security of 
the Ottoman state, of their 
fellow countrymen, as well 
as their own safety and 
interests,  

What crime would the Armenians 
be guilty of if they “attempted to 
destroy” national security? 
 
treason, betraying their country 
 

and, moreover as the  
Armenian societies 

have now  
dared to join 

themselves to the enemy of 
their existence, 
 
Whose existence? 
Ottomans & Armenians 

WWI context: With whom does 
the Ottoman government claim the 
Armenian societies have joined 
(who are the “enemy of their 
existence” and why?  
Russia and other Allied European 
countries — they are at war 

our Government is compelled to 
adopt 

extraordinary measures and 
sacrifices,  
 

What would a country do to 
protect national security? 
anything and everything 

  
both for the preservation of  
the order and security of the 
country 
 

How does the Ottoman 
government justify their 
“extraordinary measures and 
sacrifices”? 
 
It’s for order, security, continued 
existence and even the best 
interest of Armenians.  

  
and for the continuation of  
their existence 
What does “their” mean in  
this context? 
the order and security of the 
country 
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and for the welfare of the 
Armenian societies 
 

Therefore, as a measure 
  

to be applied until the conclusion of the  
war, 
 

Why does the Ottoman 
government announce that they’ll 
send Armenians to the interior of 
the empire? 
 
Armenians won’t have contact 
with/can’t help the Russians or other 
Allied Powers during the  
war if they’re in the middle of the 
empire. 

the Armenians have to be  
sent away 

to places which have been 
prepared in the interior 
vilayets [provinces] 
 

 

 

 

Questions for Reflection: 
 

 
1. Why do you think the statement begins with “Our Armenian fellow countrymen”? 

 
They are trying to seem friendly to the Armenians, even though they are about to say they should be 
deported. This sets the tone of the notice in an attempt to lower concerns about it.  

 

 
2. Why might the Ottomans have posted this notice? (What was its purpose?) 

They likely wanted to explain and justify their actions to deport the Armenians to the whole populace. 
They may have hoped to reduce questions and protests by convincing the populace that this was 
necessary for the security of the empire.  

 

 
3. Why does wartime enable a country to justify “extraordinary measures”? 

During wartime, countries often make winning the most important thing to do, and the populace is so 
fearful that they will be more trusting of drastic steps that their country makes during wartime.  

 

 
4. How might an Ottoman citizen have felt about the deportation law? 

If it doesn’t affect them directly, they may have been more concerned about their own survival and 
without enough energy to worry about others. Also, since there was already some prejudice against the 
Armenians, some Ottoman citizens might have been OK with it.  

 

 
5. From prior knowledge, what differentiated Armenians from those in power in the Ottoman government? 
What did Armenians have in common with Russia and other Allied Powers? (Note: The answer to both 
questions is the same.) Their Christian religion.  
 
Student Handout 10.5B, Map of Armenian Genocide Sites 
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Context: This map is a secondary source showing Anatolia, national borders, deportation routes, and 
massacre sites. It also shows Greater Armenia, the area that some Armenians claimed as their historic 
homeland, although people of other ethnic groups lived there also. Armenia is one of the most ancient states in 
the world, but it has often been conquered and ruled by others. It was the first state to adopt Christianity as its 
state religion in 301 CE. For centuries the Christian Armenians have shared the great mountain plateau of 
eastern Anatolia (now eastern Turkey) with Muslim Kurds. The Ottoman Turks took over western Armenia, 
along with many other small states and ethnic groups, in the sixteenth century. At the same time Persia 
conquered eastern Armenia. Later Russia took over eastern Armenia from Persia. The Ottomans ruled over 
the Armenians and other ethnic groups through the millet system. Each ethnic group was a separate millet that 
could rule itself in minor matters in exchange for paying higher taxes. This system prevented most violence 
between ethnic groups, but in the nineteenth century, the Ottomans switched from the millet system to 
universal citizenship. Ethnic tensions and violence became much worse under the new policy. When World 
War I broke out in 1914, Armenians were divided between the Ottoman and Russian Empires, who were on 
opposite sides in the war. The Armenians were Christian, spoke a different language, and followed different 
customs. Since the rulers of Russia were also Christian, it was easy for some Ottomans to suspect Armenians 
of spying for the Russian enemy.  

Citation: This map was made by the California History-Social Science Project. 


