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Student Handout 10.5, The Armenian Genocide  
 
Alleged Text of the Ottoman Government’s Proclamation Ordering the Deportation of the Armenians 
(Source 3) 
 
Our Armenian fellow countrymen, who form one of the Ottoman racial elements, having taken up with a lot of 
false ideas of a nature to disturb the public order, as the result of foreign instigations for many years past, and 
because of the fact that they have brought about bloody happenings and have attempted to destroy the peace 
and security of the Ottoman state, of their fellow countrymen, as well as their own safety and interests, and, 
moreover, as the Armenian societies have now dared to join themselves to the enemy of their existence, our 
Government is compelled to adopt extraordinary measures and sacrifices, both for the preservation of the 
order and security of the country, and for the continuation of their existence and for the welfare of the Armenian 
societies. Therefore, as a measure to be applied until the conclusion of the war, the Armenians have to be sent 
away to places which have been prepared in the interior vilayets . . .  
 

Directions: Using the above text from the Alleged Text of the Ottoman Government’s Proclamation Ordering 
the Deportation of the Armenians, complete the chart below by filling in the outlined boxes to break down the 
various claims the Ottoman government made. Also answer the questions in italics. 

Vocabulary: 
vilayet: province, or region of the Ottoman Empire 

 

 
Circumstance and Complete  
Subject 

Verb Phrase Follow-up Interacting with Text 

 
Our Armenian fellow 
countrymen, who form 
one of the Ottoman 
racial elements, 

 
having 
taken  

 
up with a lot of false ideas 
of a nature 
 

What kind of ideas might a 
minority group have that could 
threaten the public order of an 
empire? 
 

 

  

 

 
to disturb 

 

as a result of foreign 
instigations for many 
years past, and 
because of the fact that 
they 
 
Who or what is “they”?  

 
have brought 
about  

 

 

What does the Ottoman 
government accuse the 
Armenians of causing? 
 

 
and  
Who has attempted to 
destroy? 
 

 
the peace and security of 
the Ottoman state, of their 
fellow countrymen, as well 
as their own safety and 
interests,  

What crime would the Armenians 
be guilty of if they “attempted to 
destroy” national security? 
 

 
have now  
dared to join  

themselves to the enemy of 
their existence, 
 
Whose existence?  

WWI context: With whom does 
the Ottoman government claim 
Armenian societies have joined 
(who are the “enemy of their 
existence”) and why?  
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our Government is compelled to 
adopt 

 
What would a country do to 
protect national security? 
 

How does the Ottoman 
government justify their 
“extraordinary measures and 
sacrifices”? 
 

  
and for the continuation  
of their existence 
What does “their” mean  
in this context? 
   
 

 

Therefore, as a measure 
  

to be applied  

 

Why does the Ottoman 
government announce that they’ll 
send Armenians to the interior of 
the empire? 
 

the Armenians 
 

to places which have been 
prepared in the interior 
vilayets 
 

 
Questions for Reflection: 

 

 
1. Why do you think the statement begins with “Our Armenian fellow countrymen”? 

 

 
2. Why did the Ottomans post this notice? (What was its purpose?) 

 

 
3. Why does wartime enable a country to justify “extraordinary measures”? 

 

 
4. How might an Ottoman citizen have felt about the deportation law? 

 
What differentiated Armenians from those in power in the Ottoman government? What did Armenians have in 
common with other Allied Powers? (Note: The answer to both questions is the same.) 


