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7.7 Teacher Key 

INITIAL READING 

Directions: Give Cortés’s description of Tenochtitlán a quick first read to get an impression of the 
city. Use the glossary as needed to understand how the bolded words are used in the letter.  
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ANALYZING THE TEXT 

Directions: Now look at the broken-apart text to better understand the complex layers of details in 
the text. Some of the topics that are referred back to more than once with additional details are 
bolded. Underlined are the other names or pronouns (e.g., that, which, some, one) that refer back to 
these topics and connect them to the additional details. Draw an arrow from each underlined word to 
the bolded word it refers to in order to better see what each detail helps describe. 
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SUMMARIZING AND CONNECTING TO UNIT 

Directions: Use your analyzed text to help fill out the chart and answer the question below. 

  How can you summarize 
the main idea in each 
paragraph? 

  

What are some key details that 
support these main ideas? 

Section I: 

Roads and 
Waterways 

The roads and waterways 
are well planned and 
functional; it’s easy to get in 
and out of the city. 

- There are multiple entrances. 

- Streets and bridges are wide and 
straight. 

- Waterways are well connected. 

Section II: 

Buying and 
Selling 

Lots of people are buying 
and selling a variety of 
things. 

- There are squares (one very 
large) for buying/selling. 

- There is a big variety of 
merchandise and services offered 
in these squares. 

  

Section III: 
Law and 

Order 

There are systems in place 
to enforce the law. 

- There are rules about where 
certain things can be sold. 

- There is a courthouse. 

- There are people walking around 
to enforce the law. 

  

What was Cortés trying to show Charles V with this letter, and why? 

Cortés was trying to show Charles V how impressive Tenochtitlán was in order to gain support for his 
conquest of it. 


