
Teaching California                         7.2 Rome as a Site of Encounter   Page 1 
Copyright © 2019, Regents of the University of California 

 

Student Handout 7.2 Rome as a Site of Encounter  

Background: The Roman Oration was a speech that the author, Aelius Aristides, wrote in advance and then 
delivered to an audience. Aristides meant it to praise the city of Rome in order to please wealthy Roman 
citizens. Because the author did not want to repeat “Rome” over and over, he used referrers and substitutions. 
Referrers refer back to a noun used in a previous clause or forward to a noun in the next clause. They can be 
pronouns (it, they, their, etc.) or demonstratives (this, that, etc.)  
Substitutions are nouns or noun groups (such as “the most wondrous city in the world”) that replace what 
they refer to.  
 
Directions: 

1. There are eight referrers or substitutions that refer to Rome in this text. The first one is the word “you” in 
the first sentence. Circle it. Then find the rest and circle them. 

2. When your teacher tells you to, underline every group of words that describes something in Rome or 
coming in to Rome. 

3. Draw a box around every place name. Find those place names on your map of the Roman Empire. 
4. When your teacher assigns you a partner, in your own words tell your partner what Rome looked like. 

Listen to their description. 

 
Around the [Mediterranean] sea lie the continents far and wide, always supplying you with products from those 

regions. Here is brought from every land and sea all the crops of the seasons and the produce of each land, 

river, lake, as well as of the arts of the Greeks and barbarians, so that if someone should wish to view all these 

things, he must either see them by traveling over the whole world or be in this city…. So many merchant ships 

arrive here, bringing every kind of goods from every people every hour and every day, so that the city is like a 

common warehouse of the world. It is possible to see so many cargoes from India and even from Arabia 

Felix…. [T]here can be seen clothing from Babylon and luxuries from the barbarian lands beyond, which arrive 

[in it] in much larger quantity and more easily than … [elsewhere]. Egypt, Sicily and the cultivated part of Africa 

are your farms. The arrivals and departures of ships never stop…. So everything comes together here, trade, 

seafaring, farming, metals from the mines, all the crafts which exist and have existed, anything that is produced 

and grown. 

 
Vocabulary  
oration: speech 
Arabia Felix: the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula; the source of incense fragrances like frankincense 
and myrrh 
Babylon: in Mesopotamia, under the rule of Parthian Persia, one end of the Silk Road trade route from China 
the barbarian lands beyond: Persia, the Kushan Empire, Central Asia, and Han China. Neither Greeks nor 
Romans knew much about these areas, but they imported products from these places, especially silk and 
precious stones. 
the cultivated part of Africa: the strip of North Africa above the Sahara desert 
 


