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6.5 Bhagavad Gita (Source 3) Teacher Key 
  
Directions: Read the instructions below and answer the questions or fill in the blanks.  
  
You grieve for those beyond grief, 
and you speak words of insight;  
but learned men do not grieve 
for the dead or the living. 
  
Never have I not existed, 
nor you, nor these kings; 
and never in the future  
shall we cease to exist. 
  
Just as the embodied self 
enters childhood, youth, and old age, 
so does it enter another body; 
this does not confound a steadfast man. 
 
Our bodies are known to end, 
but the embodied self is enduring, 
indestructible, and immeasurable; 
therefore, Arjuna, fight the battle! … 
 
Arjuna, when a man knows the self 
to be indestructible, enduring, unborn, 
unchanging, how does he kill 
or cause anyone to kill? 
 
As a man discards worn-out clothes 
to put on new and different ones, 
so the embodied self discards 
its worn-out bodies to take on other new ones. … 
 
Look to your own duty;  
do not tremble before it; 
nothing is better for a warrior  
than a battle of sacred duty. … 
  
Double negatives: There are two double negatives in the second stanza. As you know, double negatives 
cancel each other out and become a positive. The first is “Never have I not existed.”  
  
1. If I have NEVER NOT existed, that means I have __always_________ existed.  
  
The next verse “nor you, nor these kings;” adds two more subjects: I or you or these kings. The second double 

negative is “never in the future shall we cease to exist.” Cease is not always a negative word, but since it 
means to stop, adding “never” to it means the opposite: 
  
2. If I NEVER STOP, I _always____ go on. 
  
3. With your partner, rewrite the second stanza without using any negative words.  
Answers will vary. One example: I have always existed / and you too, and these kings too / and in the future / 

we will keep on existing. 
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7.  Underline all the cause-and-effect signal words in the excerpt. 
  
8.  Stanzas 3 through 6 each contain both a cause and an effect. Often they are introduced by signal 
words. Write the cause in the second column and the effect in the third column. The first one (for stanza 3) is 
done for you. 
  

Stanza 
Number 

Cause (reason why) Effect (result) 

3 Just as the embodied self enters childhood, 
youth, and old age, 

so does it enter another body; 

4 . . . the embodied self is enduring, indestructible, 
and immeasurable; 
  
  

therefore, Arjuna, fight the battle! 

5 . . . when a man knows the self to be 
indestructible, enduring, unborn, unchanging, 
  
  
  

how does he kill or cause anyone to kill? 

6   
As a man discards worn-out clothes to put on 

new and different ones, 
  
  

so the embodied self discards its worn-out 
bodies to take on other new ones. 

  
Vocabulary: 
The prefixes in- and un- mean “not.” (In- can also mean “in” or “into,” but not in the words below.) Here are four 

adjectives that you may not know. Can you figure out the meaning by dividing each adjective into the prefix 
and the stem? 
  
9. indestructible = _not____ + ___destructible_________ or not ___ able to be destroyed_____ 
  
10. immeasurable = _not____ + __measurable___ or not __able to be measured/limited_______ 
  
11. unchanging = _ not__ + __changing__________ or not __altering_________ 
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12. unborn = __not_____ + __born_______________ or not __coming into the world_______________ 
  
Writing Assignment: Write a paragraph on a separate piece of paper. The paragraph must have a claim, two 
reasons, two pieces of evidence from the source, and a conclusion. 
  
Investigative Question: In the Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna had a moral dilemma: Should he fight in the battle? 
Arjuna’s side was right, but some of the enemy on the other side were Arjuna’s friends and relatives. Krishna 
argued that Arjuna should fight the battle and supported his argument with reasons and evidence. How do 

Krishna’s reasons relate to the beliefs of Hinduism? 
  
Claim: Krishna’s reasons relate to the beliefs of Hinduism by _Answers will vary. One example: explaining that 

Arjuna cannot kill the souls of people and that he has to do his dharma as a warrior.___________________ 
  
Evidence Analysis Chart 
  

Krishna’s Reason Quotation of 
Evidence 

Paraphrase of 
Evidence 

Analysis (Explain what it 
means and how it 
supports claim.) 

Citation 
(Write the 
stanza 

number.) 

  
Answers will vary. One 
example: Because of the 

Hindu belief in 
reincarnation, Arjuna 
cannot really kill anyone. 
  

“... when a man 
knows the self 
to be 

indestructible, 
enduring, 
unborn, 
unchanging, 
how does he 
 kill ...” 
  

If you believe that 
the soul can’t be 
destroyed or 

changed, you can’t 
kill it. 

  
The belief that the soul 
can’t be destroyed is 

part of the idea of 
reincarnation. 

Bhagavad 
Gita, stanza 
5 

  
Arjuna is a warrior, and 
the dharma of warriors in 

Hinduism is to fight. 
  
  

“... nothing is 
better for a 
warrior  
than a battle of 
sacred 
 duty.” 
  

  
The best thing for a 
kshatriya is to fight 

in battle for a good 
cause. 

  
The Hindu belief is that 
everyone should do 

their dharma, and the 
dharma of a warrior is to 
fight. 

Bhagavad 
Gita, stanza 
7 
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Paragraph Frame: 
  
[Introduction] When Arjuna asks him whether he should fight the battle in the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna tells him 
that ________________________________________________________________________.  
  
[Claim] Krishna’s reasons relate to the beliefs of Hinduism by _________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________.  
  
[Reason 1] The first of Krishna’s reasons that relate to Hindu beliefs is ________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________.  
  
[Evidence] In stanza _______, Krishna said that _____________________________________________.  
  
[Analysis] This shows that ______________________________________________________________. 
  
[Reason 2] Krishna also urged Arjuna to fight the battle because ____________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________.  
  
[Evidence]: Krishna reminded Arjuna that __________________________________________________. 
  
[Analysis] This reason was related to Hinduism because _______________________________________. 
  
[Conclusion] In conclusion, Krishna used the Hindu beliefs about _____________________ and 
_____________________ to explain why Arjuna should fight the battle. 
  
Be sure to copy your sentences in paragraph form on another piece of paper.  
 


