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6.2 Teacher Key 
 
Stanza 1 
 
Figurative Language (in italics) What it means: Explain in your own words what the poet means to 

say about the Guti by the figurative language. 
the land (whose people) is without 
number 

he means that there are a lot of Guti 

the land that allows no control He means that there is no order or civilization in that land like there is 
in Mesopotamia with its cities and farms. 
 

(but) whose form (and) stuttering 
words are that of a dog 

He means that the people look and speak like animals.  
 

 

 
Now explain in your own words what the poet thought about the Guti: He thought they were wild savages who 
were more like animals than people in their appearance and speech, and there were lots of them. They had no 
order or control. He thought they were inferior to Mesopotamians. 
 
Stanza 2 
 

Figurative Language 
(in italics) 

What it means: Explain in your own words what the poet meant to say about the Guti 
invasion by the figurative language. 

Like hordes of 
locusts they lie over 
the land 

They invaded Mesopotamia with lots of people and stole everything. 
 

Their arms are 
stretched over the 
plain 

The Guti people took over all of the land.  
 

like a snare for 
animals 

 
They caught all the Mesopotamians; nobody could escape from them. 
 

Nothing leaves their 
arms, 

The Guti stole all the crops, animals, and wealth. 
 

They [the Guti] drive 
the trusty goats of 
Enlil from the fold 

As the meaning of this isn’t clear, student answers will vary. The “trusty goats” might 
mean Mesopotamian people (who worship Enlil), but it might also mean that the Guti 
stole all the animals belonging to the people of Mesopotamia. Tell students that 
historians also have different explanations of this figurative language. Their 
interpretation is as good as a historian’s as long as they can back it up with evidence 
(that is, this quote). 
 

 
Explain in your own words what the Guti did when they invaded Mesopotamia: They spread out all over 
Mesopotamia and stole everything. No one could escape them. It wasn’t safe for anyone to travel. The Guti 
conquered Mesopotamia. 


