
Citizenship can be defined as "the status of having the right to participate in and to be
represented in politics." It is a collection of rights and obligations that give individuals a formal
juridical identity. T.H. Marshall, whose work has long dominated the debates about social
citizenship, considered citizenship as "a status bestowed on those who are full members of a
community. All who possess the status are equal with respect to the rights and duties with which
the status is endowed." […]

National citizenship draws boundaries between states. It is today one of the most powerful
instruments of exclusion, every modern state identifies a particular set of persons as its citizens
and defines all others as non-citizens, as aliens. At the same time, citizenship is an instrument
of closure within states. A conceptual, legal, and ideological boundary between citizens and
foreigners or migrants is established by every state. Every state discriminates between citizens
and resident foreigners, reserving certain rights and benefits, as well as certain obligations, for
citizens….

Although every country has its own laws regarding citizenship, there are two main categories
into which these laws fall. In the first one, jus sanguinis, the principle of blood, descent and
heritage play a pivotal role in defining who is, and can become, a citizen. Where people were
born is not as important as if and how they can trace their ancestry back to the origin country. In
this context, the term foreigner refers to those in the population whose heritage cannot be
traced back to the host country. In general, under jus sanguinis citizenship policies, it is often
difficult for foreigners to naturalise, even if they are long-term residents or were native born to
the country. Those foreigners who do naturalise typically have to demonstrate that they meet the
required integration criteria, such as language skills or knowledge of the country's culture and
history.

The second principle, jus solis, defines citizens as those born within the country, regardless of
the citizenship of the parents. Foreign-born residents can, under certain circumstances, change
their status and become citizens through naturalisation. When combined, both place of birth and
citizenship status can be used to divide the population into three categories, native-born
citizens, foreign-born citizens, and non-citizens, and define who among the foreign born has
acquired the full rights and responsibilities bestowed on all citizens. […]

In several discussions over the last decades, issues of citizenship have been seen from the
classical perspective of citizenship as the legal and political expression of nationality. A citizen
has come to denote "a national with voting and passport rights". This has sometimes had the
effect of reducing questions concerning citizenship to their legal minimum, i.e. matters of
nationality. At the same time, migration and intermarriage undermine the traditional
one-person/one state situation, so that many people are born with dual citizenship now. Though
some states have suppressed the possibility of dual citizenship, citizenship laws in general are
often being relaxed or disregarded.
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