
“I never really thought about the war until about 1969, when I entered college, and I never really
developed my own personal stand about the war and what I was going to do if it ever came to
me being drafted. I decided to try to postpone my induction as long as possible. I talked to
different people in different walks of life on how they felt about the war, so I came to the decision
that I didn't want to go. I just didn't want to go, so I applied for a conscientious objector status
through Buddhism. Here in Southern California, this had never been done before.” (16)

“. . . A good personal friend was killed in the war. A lot of returning veterans had come back and
told me about the situation that they had gone through while they were serving in Vietnam plus
when they were going through boot camp here in the United States. One particular person said
he was in the Marines, and he was singled out as, "This is the enemy." He was Japanese, and
they considered him an Asian. So he would be like an example to the rest of the company or
whatever he was in, saying that, "This is what the enemy looks like." So there was really totally
out-front racism, you know, in the armed services at that time. In one particular instance when
he was in Vietnam, he had gotten wounded, and he was the last one to be administered first aid,
because the medics or the doctors thought he was a Vietnamese. Yet he had an American
uniform on, and he was serving his time in the armed forces, yet he was the last one to be
administered to. . . ” (19)

-California State University, Fullerton, Oral History Program, “Sansei Experience, O.H.
1231, John Yukio Mori.” (1972) excerpt.


