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Student Handout 10.9 Cuban Missile Crisis (Source 10) 
 
“Cable, Ambassador Dobrynin to the Soviet Foreign Ministry, Meeting with Robert Kennedy,” Source 10  
 
Background: By October 27, 1962, both Kennedy and Khrushchev were looking for a way out of the crisis. 
President Kennedy sent his brother, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, to Washington, DC, to negotiate with 
Soviet ambassador Dobrynin, who represented Khrushchev and the Soviet Union. After the meeting ended, 
Dobrynin immediately sent a cable (a telegram) to the Soviet Foreign Ministry, which showed it immediately to 
Khrushchev. In the text “Cable, Ambassador Dobrynin to the Soviet Foreign Ministry, Meeting with Robert 
Kennedy” (Source 10), Dobrynin summarized his discussion with Kennedy using direct speech in quotation 
marks. The voice switches back and forth between Dobrynin and Robert Kennedy. When Robert Kennedy 
spoke (in paragraph 2), he first defined the problem. In paragraph 3, he stated what the United States wanted 
and what it would give to the Soviet Union to end the crisis. Dobrynin asked for something else from the United 
States. Kennedy agreed, but with one more term. The two men made an agreement that President Kennedy 
and Khrushchev agreed to later. 

Instructions 

1.  Read the explanations and the text. Answer the questions and fill in the charts. 

Paragraph 1: This paragraph is an introduction to the negotiation. 

 Late tonight R. Kennedy invited me to come see him…. 
  
Who is “me”? __________________________ Who is “him”? __________________________ 

Paragraph 2: This paragraph defines the problem. Dobrynin wrote it in quotation marks, showing that it is 
someone else’s — R. Kennedy’s — words. Those words follow a kind of cause-and-effect structure called 
“chain of events.” Each event causes the next event, that event then causes the next event, and so forth until 
the end. 

The Cuban crisis, R. Kennedy began, continues to quickly worsen. We have just received a report that 
an unarmed American plane was shot down while carrying out a reconnaissance flight over Cuba. The 
military is demanding that the President arm such planes and respond to fire with fire. The USA 
government will have to do this. … “. . . But if we start to fire in response — a chain reaction will 
quickly start that will be very hard to stop.” 

In the second sentence, who is “we”? ______________________ 

In the fourth sentence, what does “this” refer to? What will the US have to do? ____________________ 

Paragraph 2, First Chain of Events, Vocabulary: This chart contains the major verbs of the paragraph. Some of 
these verbs are in the past, some in the present, and some in the future. Decide whether each verb is in the 
past, present, or future and check the correct box. 

 

Verbs in the past in the present in the future 

continues       
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have received       

was shot down       

is demanding       

arm       

respond       

will have to do       

(if) start to fire       

will start       

will be       

 

Paragraph 2, First Chain of Events, Graphic Organizer: This graphic organizer shows the chain of events. Use 
the verbs from the first chart to fill in the blanks. 

... an unarmed American plane _________ 
⇓  

The military ________ that the president _______such planes and ________to fire with fire. 
⇓  

The US government __________ this. 
⇓  

But if we _________ in response 
⇓  

a chain reaction __________ that ________ very hard to stop. 

The same thing in regard to the essence of the issue of the missile bases in Cuba. 

The sentence fragment above signals that R. Kennedy was about to switch to another issue that would be the 
same; that is, it would have the same verb constructions and chain of events. The underlined words are signal 
words for the cause-and-effect text structure. 
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The USA government is determined to get rid of those bases — up to, in the extreme case, of bombing 
them, since, I repeat, they pose a great threat to the security of the USA. But in response to the 
bombing of these bases, in the course of which Soviet specialists might suffer, the Soviet government 
will undoubtedly respond with the same against us, somewhere in Europe. A real war will begin, in 
which millions of Americans and Russians will die. We want to avoid that any way we can, I'm sure that 
the government of the USSR has the same wish. …” 

 

Verb in the past in the present in the future 

is determined to get 
rid 

      

pose       

might suffer       

will undoubtedly 
respond 

      

will begin       

will die       

want to avoid       

can       

[a]m       

has       

 
 

The USA government ________________ those bases — up to, in the extreme case, of bombing them 
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⇓  

since, I repeat, they ______ a great threat to the security of the USA. 

⇓  

But in response to the bombing of these bases, in the course of which Soviet specialists _______ , 

⇓  

the Soviet government ______________________ with the same against us, somewhere in Europe. 

⇓  

A real war ____________, 

⇓  

in which millions of Americans and Russians ________ 

⇓  

We _________ that any way we ______, 

⇓  

I'_____ sure that the government of the USSR ___ the same wish.___ the same wish. 

Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5: These paragraphs follow a different text structure. Dobrynin used a summary of direct 

speech to show negotiation. In negotiation, two sides talk about what their nations want and will give to the 

other side. The graphic organizer shows on the left side what the United States wants and will give and on the 

right side what the Soviet Union wants and will give. The statements below are quotes from the source. The 

missing words are the essence of each term of the agreement. As you fill in the missing words, pay attention to 

those terms. 

“The most important thing for us,” R. Kennedy stressed, "is to get as soon as possible the agreement 

of the Soviet government to halt further work on the construction of the missile bases in Cuba. … In 

exchange the government of the USA is ready, in addition to repealing all measures on the 

‘quarantine,’ to give the assurances that there will not be any invasion of Cuba. … 

"And what about Turkey?" I asked R. Kennedy. 

… President Kennedy is ready to come to agree on that question with N.S. Khrushchev, too. I think that 

in order to withdraw these bases from Turkey," R. Kennedy said, “we need 4 – 5 months. …. “However, 

the president can't say anything public in this regard about Turkey," … 

In the first sentence of paragraph 5, what does “that question” refer to? _________________ 

 

United States (R. Kennedy) 
 
 

Soviet Union (Dobrynin) 
 

“The most important thing for us,” R. Kennedy 
stressed, "is to get as soon as possible 
 

the agreement of the Soviet government to _____ 
further work on the construction of the  

In exchange the government of the USA is ready, 
in addition to ________ all measures on the 
‘__________,' 
 

"And what about ______?" I asked R. Kennedy. 

to give the assurances that there will ____ be any 
________________ 
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President Kennedy is ready to come to agree on 
that question with N.S. Khrushchev, too. I think 
that in order to ____________________," R. 

Kennedy said, “we need 4 – 5 months. 

 

 

However, the president can't _____________ in 
this regard about Turkey," 
 

 

 


