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Student Handout 10.3.2 Teaching Strategy with Key 

To understand our lesson question —  What were the results of the Industrial Revolution? — we can consider 

how ideas and responses to disease, such as cholera, changed over time. Students can analyze two primary 

sources to understand this change and make a claim about what specifically changed in this period. Students 

will compare the two posters, Sources 1 and 7, and describe change over time. 

Categories for 

Comparison 

Source 1: 

Broadsheet 

Warning about 

Indian Cholera,1831 

Source 7: 

Broadsheet: Cholera 

and Water, 1866 

Change over Time 

Write a one-sentence description of 

the changes from the first poster to 

the later one. 

What was the 

purpose of the 

poster? 

  

The purpose of the 

poster was to warn 

the people about 

cholera and to 

suggest remedies. 

The purpose of the 

poster is to warn the 

people of this 

neighborhood that 

cholera has been 

linked to their water 

supply. 

The purpose of the posters changed 

from one that suggested remedies to 

people who had cholera in the first 

poster, to warnings that the water 

supply may be contaminated with 

cholera in the second poster. 

What was the 

spread of cholera 

associated with 

in the poster? 

  

Cholera was called 

Indian cholera, which 

makes it sound like a 

foreign disease. 

There is no real 

sense that the 

creators of the poster 

knew how cholera 

was spread; rather, 

they just listed 

symptoms and 

proposed remedies. 

Cholera and water are 

clearly linked. Both 

words are in the 

heading. 

In the first poster cholera was 

associated with India, but in the 

second poster cholera was linked to 

water. 
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What information 

does the poster 

give the reader 

about how to 

cure or prevent 

cholera? 

  

The poster gives the 

reader detailed 

information on how to 

treat cholera once 

someone has it, with 

many home 

remedies. 

The poster suggests 

that people boil their 

water every day, to 

get rid of old and 

standing water, and to 

make sure that places 

where people get 

water are clean. 

By studying both posters, it is clear 

that British people’s understanding of 

cholera changed dramatically. They 

learned that the disease was linked to 

contaminated water and spread that 

way. 

Who created the 

poster? 

  

  

The poster was 

created by church 

representatives to 

share information 

from the state (board 

of health in London). 

Representatives of 

the state, the clerk of 

the board, created the 

poster. 

The responsibility for notifying the 

public shifted from the church to the 

local government. 

  

After comparing the posters, consider the following questions: 

What groups of people benefited from the increased knowledge about cholera and its treatment? 

All people benefited, but especially those from the lower classes who could learn to treat their water and who 

benefited from government intervention to increase water safety and sanitation. 

Who gained authority in Britain and its colonies through the knowledge of cholera and its treatment? 

Doctors and other scientific personnel as well as local government authorities were able to use knowledge to 

craft policies and make decisions for the population. 

What does studying about cholera tell us about the changes in society and the state during the period of the 

Industrial Revolution? 

The study of cholera shows us how knowledge of the unseen world increased in this period through scientific 

research. In addition, it highlights the government’s growing power to intrude on people’s lives in order to 

improve living standards and productivity. 

 


