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Student Handout 10.2a “The Social Contract” — KEY 

Connector

s 

Complete 

subject / main 

noun phrase 

Complete 

verb 

phrase 

Follow-up 

(objects, 

prepositional 

phrases) 

Questions 

  The problem is to find a form of 

association which 

will defend and 

protect with the 

whole common 

force the person 

and goods of each 

associate, 

1. What might be 

another word for 

association? 

Government 

2. What is the 

problem that the 

social contract 

solves, according to 

Rousseau? 

Finding a structure of 

association which will 

protect all of the people 

who live there, while also 

allowing each person 

freedom. 

and in 

which 

each, while 

uniting himself 

with all, 

may still 

obey 

himself alone, and 

remain as free as 

before. 

  This is the fundamental 

problem of which 

the Social 

Contract provides 

the solution. 

  "Each of us puts his person and all 

his power in 

common under the 

supreme direction 

of the general will, 

3. What does 

Rousseau mean by 

the “general will”? 

The common goals of all 

of the people.  

4. How might people 

contribute their ideas 

to the general will? 
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and, in our 

corporate 

capacity, 

we receive each member as 

an indivisible part 

of the whole." 

Through voting, 

petitioning, focus groups 

5. What do people 

get from the Social 

Contract? 

To be an inseparable 

part of the association 

and a say in the way the 

association works 

At once, in 

place of the 

individual 

personality 

of each 

contracting 

party, 

this act of 

association 

creates a moral and 

collective body, 

composed of as 

many members as 

the assembly 

contains votes, 

and receiving from 

this act its unity, 

its common 

identity, its life and 

its will. 

6. Summarize in your 

own words, this 

association creates? 

A good group with all of 

the people as members 

and voters, which gives it 

unity, and direction. 

  This public 

person, 

now takes [the name] of 

Republic or body 

politic; 

7. Why do you think 

the association is 

called a public 

person? 

It represents the public 

will of the people and 

acts as if it has a life and 

spirit. 

  it is called 

by its 

members 

State 

  Those who are 

associated in it 

take collectively the 

name of people, 

8. What are the 

different names that 

people who live within 

this association could 

be called? 

People, citizens, and 

subjects 

and 

severally 

  are called citizens, as 

sharing in the 

sovereign power, 

and subjects, as 

being under the 

laws of the State. 

 



Teaching California                       10.2b Revolutions in the Atlantic World   Page 3 
Copyright © 2019, Regents of the University of California 

 

Summary question: In your own words, summarize what Rousseau means by the Social Compact / Contract. 
According to Rousseau, the Social Contract would be a government with all people following the rules of the 
State in exchange for every member having a say in the decisions the government makes. 


