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10.11b Teacher Key Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud (Source 8) 
 
I. Evidence Collection Chart 
  

Subject: Who was 
doing this on the 
internet or social 
media? 

Verb/verb 
phrase 

Noun/noun 
phrase 

Explain how this use 
of the internet is 
connected to 
terrorism. 

Add one specific detail 
from the same sentence 
that shows how the use 
of the internet is 
connected to terrorism. 

Said Namouh posted a video He put a video of his 
demand up on the 
internet so the 
governments would 
see it. 

demanding the 
governments of Austria 
and Germany “to 
withdraw their troops” 

The communications 
among the two 
defendants 

consisted of Voice over IP 
and Internet 
chat sessions 

The terrorists used it 
to talk to each other 
& plan their attack. 

jihad and plans for a 
terrorist attack in Europe 

  
Mr. Namouh 
  
  

was spending 
(considerable 
time on) 

Internet He went to sites of 
other jihadists to 
contact them and 
get tools. 

Global Islamic Media 
Front disseminates 
propaganda and provides 
jihadists with tools (bomb 
manuals, encryption 
software). 

  
Mr Namouh and 
Mohammed 
Mahmoud 
  

had around 31 
online 
conversations 

They were in two 
different places that 
were far apart & 
used it to 
communicate. 

manufacturing of 
weapons like explosive 
belts 

  
II. Forming an Interpretation (making an argument) 
Now that you have gathered evidence, you are ready to make an interpretation, which is your answer to the 
investigative question based on the evidence. Follow these steps: 
  
Step 1: Break down the investigative question, How did global internet connections facilitate the planned 
terrorist attack by Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud? Think about what each part of the question 
means. Break the big question into smaller questions. The word facilitate means “make it easier,” or “make it 
happen.” 
  
Answers will vary 
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Step 2: Answer each of these smaller questions: 
How did Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud use the internet? 
  
They used it to send a video of demands, to communicate with each other about their plans, to communicate 
with other jihadists, to go to jihadist websites like the Global Islamic Media Front to get tools 
  
Which two of the internet uses were most important for them as they prepared for their attack? 
  
Answers will vary. 
  
How did the internet make it easier for Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud to plan their attack? 
Online connections make it much easier to make and send a video. They could have communicated by phone, 
but if they wanted to share information, drawings, maps, etc. they would have had to use the mail, which was 
slower. It would have been more difficult for Namouh to get bomb manuals and encryption software without 
being able to download it from a website. 
  
Step 3: Fill in the blanks of this sentence frame. This is your interpretation or argument. 
Answers will vary. 
Your interpretation/argument: Internet connections, especially _____________________ and 
                                               (one specific internet use) 
  
_________________, facilitated the planned terrorist attack by Said Namouh and Mohammed 
(a second specific internet use) 
                        
Mahmoud because ______________________________________________________________. 
                 (the reason why the internet helped the terrorists) 
  
III. Analyzing Evidence 
From the Evidence Collection Chart above, select the two pieces of evidence that best support your argument. 
Write the evidence in your own words, but be sure to keep as many specific details as possible. Fill in the rest 
of the chart. 
  
Evidence Analysis Chart 
  

Evidence: In this order — subject, 

verb/verb phrase, noun/noun phrase, 
specific detail 

Paraphrase: Rewrite the evidence 
in your own words. Keep the 

specific terms — names, 

technologies, etc. 

Analysis: What does the 
evidence mean and how does 
it support my argument? 

#1 Said Namouh posted a video 
demanding the governments of Austria 
and Germany to “withdraw their troops 
from peace-support missions in 
Afghanistan.” 

Said Namouh sent the Austrian 
and German governments a video 
and demanded that they take their 
armies out of Afghanistan. 
  

Said Namouh made a video to 
threaten the Austrian and 
German governments; he 
could easily send it to them 
online and remain hidden. 
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#2 Mr. Namouh was spending 
considerable time on the Internet to be 
in constant contact with jihadists 
around the world, including the Global 
Islamic Media Front that disseminates 
propaganda and provides jihadists 
with tools (bomb manuals, encryption 
software). 
  

Namouh often went online to stay 
close to other jihadists and go to 
jihadist websites, like the Global 
Islamic Media Front, which gave 
him support from its propaganda 
and tools like bomb manuals and 
encryption software. 

If Namouh felt lonely or scared 
about his beliefs or he needed 
something for the attack, he 
could go online to a jihadist 
website, where he found 
people who shared his beliefs 
and tools. 

  
  
IV. Writing Sentence Frame 
Answers will vary. 
(Argument) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
One piece of evidence is that ____________________________________________________________ 
                       (paraphrased evidence #1) 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
This shows that _______________________________________________________________________ 
           (analysis #1) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Another crucial use of the internet was that _________________________________________________ 
                                   (paraphrased evidence #2) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
This evidence demonstrates that __________________________________________________________ 
                             (analysis #2) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
(Conclusion) __________________________________________________________________________ 
           (Write your argument in different words.) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
V. On a separate piece of paper, write out the information from part IV as a proper paragraph. 


