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Student Handout 10.11b Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud (Source 9) 
  
Reading Question: How did global internet connections facilitate the planned terrorist attack by Said Namouh 
and Mohammed Mahmoud?  
 
Background: The author, Cristina Siserman, wrote this description of the terrorist activities of Said Namouh (in 
Canada) and Mohammed Mahmoud (in Austria) as part of an article about legal privacy issues related to 
terrorism. Your purpose for reading is not to find out about those legal issues, but to find evidence to help 
answer the reading question. After you collect evidence, you will form an interpretation and write a short 
paragraph. Follow these directions step by step. 
  
Directions 

1. Circle the words and phrases that you think might be about the internet or social media. 
2. Is this word a noun/noun phrase or a verb/verb phrase? Put nouns in column 3 and verbs in column 2 

of the Evidence Collection Chart below. If the phrase has both verbs and nouns, put the verb in column 
2 and the rest in column 3. 

3. Fill in the chart using information from the same sentence as the circled word or phrase. The first one is 
done for you. The purple text was circled in the text. 

  
In 2009, Said Namouh, a Moroccan citizenship (sic) residing in Canada, was convicted of four terrorism-related 
charges for plotting attacks in Germany and Austria in order to get the NATO nations to withdraw troops from 
Afghanistan. In March 2007, the defendant posted a video demanding the governments of Austria and 
Germany to “withdraw their troops from peace-support missions in Afghanistan or else face grave 
consequences.” Following the broadcast of the video, the Austrian authorities initiated an investigation that 
included wire-taps on various online communications between Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud, an 
Austrian national living in Vienna, Austria. 
 
The communications among the two defendants, conducted in Arabic, consisted of Voice over IP and Internet 
chat sessions. The communications disclosed issues associated with jihad and plans for a terrorist attack in 
Europe. The investigations conducted by both Austrian and Canadian authorities revealed that Mr. Namouh 
was spending considerable time on the Internet in order to be in constant contact with jihadists around the 
world, including the Global Islamic Media Front, which disseminates propaganda and provides jihadists with 
tools (bomb manuals, encryption software, etc.) needed to carry out jihad. 
 
Between 3 June and 9 September 2007, Mr. Namouh (Canada) and Mohammed Mahmoud (Austria) had 
around 31 online conversations about carrying out a bombing at an undisclosed location in Europe, on 
manufacturing of weapons like explosive belts, financing issues and travel plans to meet other persons in 
Maghreb and Egypt for final preparations. 
 
On 12 Sept 2007, the Austrian and Canadian authorities carried out simultaneous arrests of Namouh and 
Mahmoud…. 
  
 
I. Evidence Collection Chart 
  

Subject: Who was 
doing this on the 
internet or social 
media? 

Verb/verb 
phrase 

Noun/noun 
phrase 

Explain how this use of 
the internet is connected 
to terrorism. 

Add one specific detail from the 
same sentence that shows how 
the use of the internet is 
connected to terrorism. 
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Said Namouh posted a video He put a video of his 
demand up on the 
internet so the 
governments would see 
it. 

demanding the governments of 
Austria and Germany “to 
withdraw their troops” 

  
  
  
 
  
 

        

  
  
  
  
 

        

  
  
  
  
 

        

  
II. Forming an Interpretation (making an argument) 
 
Now that you have gathered evidence, you are ready to make an interpretation, which is your answer to the 
investigative question based on the evidence. Follow these steps: 
  
Step 1: Break down the investigative question, How did global internet connections facilitate the planned 
terrorist attack by Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud? Think about what each part of the question 
means. Break the big question into smaller questions. The word facilitate means “make it easier,” or “make it 
happen.” 
  
Step 2: Answer each of these clarifying questions: 
 
How did Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud use the internet? 
  
  
Which two of the internet uses were most important for them as they prepared for their attack? 
  
  
How did the internet make it easier for Said Namouh and Mohammed Mahmoud to plan their attack? 
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Step 3: Fill in the blanks of this sentence frame. This is your interpretation or argument. 
  
Your interpretation/argument: Internet connections, especially _________________________________ and 
                                                       (one specific internet use) 
  
____________________________, facilitated the planned terrorist attack by Said Namouh and Mohammed 
  (a second specific internet use) 
                        
Mahmoud because ______________________________________________________________________. 
                                 (the reason why the internet helped the terrorists) 
  
III. Analyzing Evidence 
 
From the Evidence Collection Chart above, select the two pieces of evidence that best support your argument. 
Write the evidence in your own words, but be sure to keep as many specific details as possible. Fill in the rest 
of the chart. 
  
Evidence Analysis Chart 
  

Evidence: In this order — 

subject, verb/verb phrase, 
noun/noun phrase, specific 
detail 

Paraphrase: Rewrite the evidence in 
your own words. Keep the specific terms 
— names, technologies, etc. 

Analysis: What does the 
evidence mean and how does 
it support my argument? 

#1 
  
  
  
  
  

    

  
#2 
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IV. Writing Sentence Frame 
  
(Argument) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
One piece of evidence is that ____________________________________________________________ 
                       (paraphrased evidence #1) 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
This shows that _______________________________________________________________________ 
           (analysis #1) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Another crucial use of the internet was that _________________________________________________ 
                                   (paraphrased evidence #2) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
This evidence demonstrates that __________________________________________________________ 
                             (analysis #2) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
(Conclusion) __________________________________________________________________________ 
           (Write your argument in different words.) 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
V. On a separate piece of paper, write out the information from part IV as a proper paragraph. 
 


