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10.11A Maquiladoras Teacher Key  

Student Handout 10.11a Key 

Part I: Source Analysis 

 

 Source Analysis Chart 

  

  Perspective of the 
source’s author or 
one of the people 
interviewed in the 
source 

Effects of 
maquiladoras 

Evidence Cost or 
benefit? 

  

Source 1: Cruz, 
“Maquiladoras: A 
Mixed Blessing 
for Mexicanos” 

  

Maria Elena Cruz, 
Mexican female 
reporter for La Prensa 
newspaper, probably 
middle class and 
college-educated, she 
is not connected to a 
maquiladora, her 
perspective is mostly 
positive. 

Mexican workers 
can get jobs at 
higher wages — 
people & nation. 

  

  

  

  

  

American 
companies have 
lower labor costs — 
capital. 

Drawn by a $7-a-day 
salary, thousands of 
Mexicans migrate north to 
border cities like Ciudad 
Acuña … The wages, 
however, are over twice as 
much as most Mexicans 
make. 

… American companies 
like General Motors and 
Chrysler … can pay their 
workers a fraction of what 
American counterparts 
would demand. 

Benefit 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Benefit 
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Source 2: 
Beaubien, 
“Border-Town 
Factories Give 
Manufacturers an 
Edge” 

Mike Myers, US 
manager of 
maquiladora, male, 
middle class, probably 
college-educated, his 
livelihood is based on 
a maquiladora, his 
perspective is very 
positive. 

Because 
maquiladoras are 
right across the 
border, American 
companies can 
receive parts more 
quickly than if they 
ordered from China 
— capital. 

  

  

  

Maquiladoras can 
produce custom 
orders. 

"You're not going to get 
something from China in 
seven days unless you put 
it on an airplane," Meyers 
says. "Here, we put it on a 
truck, and it's in. We take 
an order, we custom build 
it, we ship it out, and it's out 
quickly." 

  

 [INFASA workers] produce 
everything from small vent 
covers that would appear in 
a house to wall-sized, 
industrial air intake units. 
"We custom make 
everything. When an order 
comes in here, we make it 
to order," he [Myers] says. 

  

Benefit 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Benefit 
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Source 3: Oral 
History of Adelita 
Sandoval 

  

  

Adelita Sandoval, 
Mexican female 
maquiladora worker, 
working-class migrant 
from country, primary 
school education 
(maybe more), she 
was formerly employed 
by several 
maquiladoras, she is 
mostly negative. 

Bad working 
conditions (strict 
rules, boring, 
repetitive work, 
long hours, too hot 
or too cold, piece 
rate wages) — 
people. 

  

  

  

  

Health risks 
—  people. 

You’re going to work ten 
hours a day, Monday 
through Thursday, and 
eight on Friday, and get 
paid by the piece or by an 
hourly rate. … The plant is 
going to be cold in winter 
and hot in summer — 
people. 

But with the microassembly 
[her second job] what 
started to go was my 
eyesight. I had all the other 
aches and pains, but now 
my vision started to go 
blurry. 

Cost 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Cost 
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Source 4: 
Perspectives of 
Maquiladora 
Workers 

  

Alma,  Mexican female 
textile maquiladora 
worker, working class, 
very negative 
perspective 

  

  

  

Maria Luisa, Mexican 
female maquiladora 
worker, working-class 
migrant from 
countryside, mostly 
positive perspective. 

Low wages — 
people 

  

  

  

  

  

Jobs, wages & 
opportunities not 
available in village 
— people. 

They sell them [dresses] in 
the best stores in the 
United States and they cost 
$200 or $300. And what do 
we get? We make 45 
pesos [about US $1] per 
dress. 

You work, have money, 
and can live better than 
back in the village, even 
though things keep getting 
worse. If I had stayed there 
I simply wouldn’t have had 
any paid work; my only 
occupation would be at 
home. Nor would my son 
be in secondary school. 

Cost (to 
worker); 
benefit (to 
company) 

  

  

  

  

  

Benefit — 
people & 
nation 
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Source 5: Human 
Rights Watch, 
Mexico's 
Maquiladoras: 
Abuses Against 
Women Workers 

  

Human Rights Watch 
Women’s Rights 
Project, US NGO 
trying to protect 
workers, critic of 
maquiladoras, very 
negative perspective. 

Discrimination 
against pregnant 
women workers — 
people, capital. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Mexican 
government 
officials are 
reluctant to enforce 
labor laws because 
of earnings from 
maquiladoras — 
people, nation. 

[T]he Zenith Corporation 
noted, "[I]t is common 
practice among Mexican 
and maquiladora 
employers in Matamoros 
and Reynosa to inquire 
about pregnancy status as 
a pre-existing medical 
condition," and admitted to 
screening out pregnant 
women from its applicant 
pools in order to avoid the 
costs of company-funded 
maternity benefits. 

Some labor officials saw 
themselves as being 
unable to monitor 
vigorously maquiladoras for 
compliance with the federal 
labor code for fear of 
reprimand from higher 
officials in Mexico City, 
because the maquiladoras 
were seen as an 
untouchable source of 
employment and foreign-
income earnings. 

Cost (to 
women 
workers); 
benefit (to 
company) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Cost (to 
women 
workers & 
nation) 

Benefit (to 
company & 
partially to 
nation) 
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Source 6: Clinton 
Administration, 
“NAFTA: An 
Opportunity for 
America’s 
Environment” 

  

Clinton administration, 
US official in 
president’s office, 
middle class, college-
educated, thinking of 
advantages to US of 
maquiladoras, very 
positive perspective. 

Less pollution in the 
US — nation. 

  

Improved pollution 
standards in 
northern Mexico — 
nation. 

The title page shows a 
flower image, but basically 
there is no evidence to 
support these claims. The 
secondary information 
explains that there has 
been increased pollution in 
northern Mexico because 
of the population growth 
and lack of enforcement. 

Benefit (to 
US) 

  

  

Cost (to 
Mexico) 

Source 7: Arturo 
Cano, “The 
Cardboard Door” 

  

  

  

Zapopan Contreras, 
Mexican male, migrant 
from Monclova, 
working class, 
probably primary 
school education, may 
work for maquiladora, 
mostly negative 
perspective. 

Bad housing 
conditions — 
people. 

  

  

  

  

Lack of public 
services — people, 
nation. 

By now the family has a 
one-room cardboard shack, 
where Zapopan, his son, 
his daughter-in-law, and 
the youngest child all sleep. 

… three galvanized tubs 
that the family fills by the 
bucket, carrying the water 
from the neighborhood’s 
communal spigot so that 
they can bathe. 

Cost 

  

  

  

  

  

Cost 

  

 

Part II: Analyzing the Costs and Benefits and Forming an Interpretation 
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Benefits People or nations who 
benefit 

Costs People or nations 
who suffer 

  

Cheaper labor 

US companies, 
investors & managers 

  

Cheaper Mexican 
labor 

US workers lose 
jobs 

Mexican workers can find jobs & 
make higher wages than in some 
other places. 

  

  

Nation of Mexico — 
higher taxes, more 
wealth 

Mexican workers 

Bad working 
conditions 

Mexican workers 

  

US (and Mexican) consumers pay 
less for products. 

  

Consumers Increased pollution 
in northern Mexico 

People living there, 
Mexico, the world 

  

Answers will vary. 
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 Investigative Question: 

Should the nation of Mexico allow transnational maquiladoras to operate in northern Mexico under the 
existing conditions?  

Interpretation or Claim: 

 ___Answers will vary. 
________________________________________________________________________________________
  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


