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Student Handout 10.11a 

Background: In order to learn about globalization, you will investigate a case study about maquiladoras in 
northern Mexico. Maquiladoras are factories that specialize in labor-intensive work, especially assembly of 
products for export. They are owned by transnational corporations, of which 80 percent are based in the United 
States, but its labor force is not. You will investigate the question, Should the nation of Mexico allow 
transnational maquiladoras to operate in northern Mexico under the existing conditions? You will read and 
gather evidence from seven primary sources from multiple perspectives. First, consider all the ways that 
people and nations (especially Mexico) are affected by the development of maquiladoras. (Affect is a verb that 
means “produce an effect or change in someone or something.”) Then use the sources to develop a nuanced 
answer to the question — that is, an answer that takes into account all perspectives. This handout is divided 
into four parts. 

Part I: Source Analysis 

Directions 

1.    Preparation: Each member of the group should have the source packet. Divide the seven sources up fairly 
among members of the group. 

2.    Each group member is responsible for reading their source or sources carefully, summarizing the perspective, 
effects, and evidence and getting ready to lead the discussion of that source. They should fill in the row(s) on 
the Source Analysis Chart for their sources. 

3.    To fill out the Source Analysis Chart, follow these guidelines: 

Perspective: Include the name of the author or the one person you have selected. Then write down that 
person’s nationality, occupation, social class, gender, and level of education. What is their relationship to the 
maquiladora? Do they view maquiladoras as mostly positive, mostly negative, or mixed?  

Effects of maquiladoras: List at least two ways that the maquiladoras bring changes to people, nations, or 
capital (investment money). State which (people, nations, or capital) is affected for each. If there are more than 
two effects, choose the two that seem most important to you. You only need to write two effects on the chart, 
but be prepared to tell your group about the other effects in the source. 

Evidence: For each effect, record a piece of evidence from the source. Evidence should be specific and 
detailed and must support the effect. Again, be prepared to tell your group about additional evidence. 

Cost or benefit?: Write “cost” if the effect is negative and “benefit” if it is positive. 

 4.  The whole group discusses each source one at a time, in order. First, everyone skims the source for five 
minutes. Then the group member responsible for the source leads the discussion for that source. The 
discussion leader recommends to the group which effects and what evidence to choose and sees that 
everyone in the group fills out a line of the Source Analysis Chart for the source. 

5.    All group members are responsible for skimming the source, listening carefully to reading and discussion, and 
filling out their Source Analysis Charts. The first source is done for you as an example. 

6.    As you discuss the sources, pay attention to the effects and evidence your group is collecting. Avoid repeating 
an effect, unless you think that it is tremendously important. At the end, you should have both costs and 
benefits, and your effects should include effects to both people and nations. 
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Source Analysis Chart 

 

  Perspective of the 
source’s author or one 
of the people 
interviewed in the 
source 

Effects of 
maquiladoras 

Evidence Cost or 
benefit? 

  

Source 1: Cruz, 
“Maquiladoras: A 
Mixed Blessing for 
Mexicanos” 

  

Maria Elena Cruz, 
Mexican female reporter 
for La Prensa newspaper, 
probably middle class and 
college-educated, she is 
not connected to a 
maquiladora, her 
perspective is mostly 
positive. 

Mexican workers 
can get jobs at 
higher wages — 
people & nation. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

American 
companies have 
lower labor costs 
— capital. 

Drawn by a $7-a-day 
salary, thousands of 
Mexicans migrate north 
to border cities like 
Ciudad Acuña … The 
wages, however, are 
over twice as much as 
most Mexicans make. 

… American companies 
like General Motors and 
Chrysler … can pay their 
workers a fraction of 
what American 
counterparts would 
demand. 

Benefit 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Benefit 

  

Source 2: Beaubien, 
“Border-Town 
Factories Give 
Manufacturers an 
Edge” 
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Source 3: Oral 
History of Adelita 
Sandoval 

  

  

        

Source 4: 
Perspectives of 
Maquiladora 
Workers 

  

        

Source 5: Human 
Rights Watch, 
Mexico's 
Maquiladoras: 
Abuses Against 
Women Workers 

  

        

Source 6: Clinton 
Administration, 
“NAFTA: An 
Opportunity for 
America’s 
Environment” 

  

        

Source 7: Arturo 
Cano, “The 
Cardboard Door” 
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Part II: Analyzing the Costs and Benefits and Forming an Interpretation 

1. Group members write all of the benefits in the first column and the people or nation that receives that benefit 
in the second column. If all receive the benefit, write “everyone.” Then write all of the costs in the third column 
and the people or nation that suffers the cost in the fourth column. 

2. Are there costs and benefits you haven’t included? One example is “cheaper products in US stores.” 
Brainstorm with your group to identify more costs and benefits. Record those on the chart. 

 Transnational Maquiladoras in Northern Mexico under Existing Conditions 

Benefits People or nations who benefit Costs People or nations who suffer 
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3. Put asterisks (*) by the costs and benefits that seem most significant to you. You do not need to choose the 
same as the other members of your group. Ask yourself if the benefits are worth the costs.  

4. Decide whether Mexico should allow transnational maquiladoras to operate under the existing conditions. 
Think about why you think this. What are your reasons?  What evidence helped you make this decision? You 
may include evidence you already know, but focus on the evidence from your Source Analysis Chart. Discuss 
these questions with your group. You do not need to have a single answer. Remember that there is no right 
answer to this question. 

5. Each group member writes down their interpretation below. Group members do not have to have the same 
interpretation. Do not stress; this is just a first draft. 

 Investigative Question: 

Should the nation of Mexico allow transnational maquiladoras to operate in northern Mexico under the 
existing conditions?  

Interpretation or Claim: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________
  

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Prepare to support your interpretation in an academic conversation. Choose the evidence that best supports 
your interpretation. Put a plus sign by that evidence in the margin of your Source Analysis Chart. In this way, 
you will be prepared to state that evidence during the conversation. 

 Part III: Academic Conversation 

 Directions 

 1.    One partner shares their interpretation. They support their interpretation using evidence from the Source 
Analysis Chart and the Supporting Your Thinking sentence starters. The other partner practices challenging 
the first partner’s ideas using the Challenge an Idea sentence frames. 
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2.    The partners switch roles. The other partner shares and supports their interpretation, and the first partner 
challenges the ideas. 

3.    When your teacher tells you to shift partners, start over at step 1. 

  

SUPPORT YOUR THINKING CHALLENGE AN IDEA 

 The article/author states that ____. 
 ____ is/was an example of ____. 

  
 The text/information suggests/proves/shows that ____. 
 According to the author/text/data, it is clear that ____. 
 ____ is evidence that/proof of ____. 
 ____ validates/confirms/reinforces… 

  
 A close reading of ____ suggests/clarifies/reveals 

____. 
 Based on the data/information from ____, we can 

assume that ____. 

 I don’t quite agree with your point 
about … 

 I have another way of looking at 
this. I think … 

 My idea is slightly different. I think 
… 

  
 I understand that … However, … 
 Although you may think ..., my 

perspective is … 
 Some argue … But I disagree 

because … 

  
 On the other hand … 
 However … 
 While it may be true that … I think 

… 

Source: Letty Kraus, “Conversations in the Common Core Classroom,” in The Source (pp. 26 – 30), a 

publication of the California History-Social Science Project. Copyright @ 2015, Regents of the University of 
California. All Rights Reserved. 

  

Part IV: Revise your Interpretation 

Interpretation or Claim: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


