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Teacher Key 5.8, Westward Expansion and Transportation Technologies 
 
 

Evidence of the effects of the 
railroad 

Explanation of what this means  
(in your own words) 

How will this transform, or 
change, people’s lives? 

California netted with iron tracks There will be railroads across 
California connecting it to the rest 
of the US. 

People will have access to 
transportation that is much quicker 
than horses and stagecoaches. 
The landscape of California will 
change. 

Land is appreciating The price to buy land is getting 
higher. 

Only people with wealth may have 
the ability to buy land in California. 

ground is being laid off into 
homestead lots … 
 

Land is being divided up in order 
to put it up for sale. 

The land may already be owned or 
claimed by Native American tribes, 
mestizos, Mexicanos, Californios, 
or Spaniards. Often only wealthy 
settlers have the money to buy 
land. 

Those who have lands, mines, 
established businesses, special 
abilities of certain kinds, will 
become richer for it and find 
increased opportunities; 

Men who are rich already will be 
able to access the opportunities 
and wealth to buy more land and 
become richer. 

They will benefit a small number of 
Californians who will exploit the 
richness of the land for their own 
gain. 

those who have only their own 
labor will be come poorer, and find 
it harder to get ahead — first, 
because it will take more capital to 
buy land or to get into business; 
and second, because as 
competition reduces the wages of 
labor, this capital will be harder for 
them to obtain. 

People who are not wealthy only 
have their labor to trade for money 
or land. George argues that with 
the railroads and the fight for land 
and resources that will come with 
the increased settlement and land 
exploitation, there will be more 
people competing for jobs. With 
this competition, people might not 
be able to get jobs to earn money. 

People who are not wealthy will 
never have the ability to earn or 
access wealth, which will create 
inequality. 

 


