
Anonymous verses continued to appear in colonial newspapers, many of them urging women to 
politicize their daily domestic life. What a woman bought when she went to a shop, what she 

ate, what she drank, and the clothing she chose to wear could all signal a political commitment 
as well as a personal choice. A popular verse advised women to: 
 
First, then, throw aside your topknots of pride, 

Wear none but your own country linen; 
Of economy boast, let your pride be the most 
To show clothes of your own make and spinning 

 

 
-Carol Berkin, “Revolutionary Mothers” (2005) excerpt 

 


