
We the undersigned members of the General Syrian Congress, meeting in Damascus on
Wednesday, July 2nd, 1919… provided with credentials and authorizations by the inhabitants of
our various districts, Muslims, Christians, and Jews, have agreed upon the following statement
of the desires of the people of the country....

1. We ask absolutely complete political independence for Syria…

2. We ask that the Government of this Syrian country should be a democratic civil constitutional
Monarchy on broad decentralization principles, safeguarding the rights of minorities, and that
the King be the Emir Faysal, who carried on a glorious struggle in the cause of our liberation
and merited our full confidence and entire reliance.

3. Considering the fact that the Arabs inhabiting the Syrian area are not naturally less than other
more advanced races and that they are by no means less developed than the Bulgarians,
Serbians, Greeks, and Romanians at the beginning of their independence, we protest against
Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, placing us among the nations in their
middle stage of development which stand in need of a mandatory power.

4. ....[D]esiring that our country should not fall a prey to colonization and believing that the
American Nation is furthest from any thought of colonization and has no political ambition in our
country, we will seek technical and economic assistance from the United States of America,
provided that such assistance does not exceed 20 years…..

7. We oppose the pretensions of the Zionists to create a Jewish commonwealth in the southern
part of Syria, known as Palestine, and oppose Zionist migration to any part of our country; for
we do not acknowledge their title but consider them a grave peril to our people from the
national, economic, and political points of view. Our Jewish compatriots shall enjoy our common
rights and assume the common responsibilities.

8. We ask that there should be no separation of the southern part of Syria, known as Palestine,
nor of the littoral western zone, which includes Lebanon, from the Syrian country. We desire that
the unity of the country should be guaranteed against partition under whatever
circumstances…..

-General Syrian Congress, “Resolution of the General Syrian Congress” (1919) excerpt.


