
I have received your letter with much pleasure and your expression of friendliness and sincerity
have given me the greatest satisfaction….

I have, therefore, lost no time in informing the Government of Great Britain of the contents of
your letter, and it is with great pleasure that I communicate to you on their behalf the following
statement, which I am confident you will receive with satisfaction.

The two districts of Mersina and Alexandretta and portions of Syria lying to the west of the
districts of Damascus, Homs, Hama and Aleppo cannot be said to be purely Arab, and should
be excluded from the limits demanded….

As for those regions lying within those frontiers wherein Great Britain is free to act without
detriment to the interests of her ally, France, I am empowered in the name of the Government of
Great Britain to give the following assurances and make the following reply to your letter:

(1) Subject to the above modifications, Great Britain is prepared to recognise and support the
independence of the Arabs in all the regions within the limits demanded by the Sharif of Mecca.
…
(5) With regard to the vilayets [districts] of Baghdad and Basra, the Arabs will recognise that the
established position and interests of Great Britain necessitate special administrative
arrangements in order to secure these territories from foreign aggression, to promote the
welfare of the local populations and to safeguard our mutual economic interests.

I am convinced that this declaration will assure you beyond all possible doubt of the sympathy of
Great Britain towards the aspirations of her friends the Arabs and will result in a firm and lasting
alliance, the immediate results of which will be the expulsion of the Turks from the Arab
countries and the freeing of the Arab peoples from the Turkish yoke, which for so many years
has pressed heavily upon them….

(Signed): A. Henry McMahon

-Sir A. Henry McMahon, “McMahon’s Response to Husayn” (1915) excerpt.


