
All UN (United Nations) compounds were sheltering thousands of fearful Rwandans.. . .
Methodically and with much bravado and laughter, the militia (part of the Interahamwe) moved
from bench to bench, hacking with machetes. Some people died immediately, while others with
terrible wounds begged for their lives or the lives of their children. No one was spared. A
pregnant woman was disemboweled and her fetus severed. Women suffered horrible mutilation.
Men were struck on the head and died immediately or lingered in agony. Children begged for
their lives and received the same treatment as their parents. Genitalia were a favorite target, the
victims left to bleed to death. There was no mercy, no hesitation and no compassion. The
priests and the MILOBs (United Nations’ Military Observers), guns at their throats, tears in their
eyes, and the screams of the dying in their ears, pleaded with the gendarmes for the victims.
The gendarmes’ reply was to use the rifle barrels to lift the priests’ and MILOBs’ heads so that
they could better witness the horror. . .

That evening I called New York and described the situation. They had my reports in hand: along
with political assassinations and indiscriminate killings, we now had an example of systematic
ethnic killing in the Polish Mission massacre, and twenty thousand Rwandans under our
supposed protection. But even though Kigali was crawling with elite foreign forces, no nation
was interested in reinforcing us except the Belgians and a few non-aligned Third World states.
By now there were five hundred French para-commandos working out of the airport, and a
thousand Belgian paras staging in Nairobi. To that I could add the 250 U.S. Marines in
Bujumbura (capital city of Burundi). A force of that size, well-trained and well-equipped, could
possibly bring an end to the killings. But such an option wasn’t even being considered… .

As I write these words I am listening to Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings, which strikes me as
the purest expression in music of the suffering, mutilation, rape, and murder of 800,000
Rwandans, with the help of the member nations of the only supposedly impartial world body.
Ultimately, led by the United States, France and the United Kingdom, this world body aided and
abetted genocide in Rwanda. No amount of its cash and aid will ever wash its hands clean of
Rwandan blood.

-Romeo Dallaire, “Shake Hands with the Devil” (2003) excerpt.


