
"A great general has said that the only good Indian is a dead one, and that high sanction of his 
destruction has been an enormous factor in promoting Indian massacres. In a sense, I agree 
with the sentiment, but only in this: that all the Indian there is in the race should be dead. Kill the 
Indian in him, and save the man. 
 
We are just now making a great pretence of anxiety to civilize the Indians. I use the word 
“pretence” purposely, and mean it to have all the significance it can possibly carry. Washington 
believed that commerce freely entered into between us and the Indians would bring about their 
civilization, and Washington was right. He was followed by Jefferson, who inaugurated the 
reservation plan. Jefferson’s reservation was to be the country west of the Mississippi; and he 
issued instructions to those controlling Indian matters to get the Indians there, and let the Great 
River be the line between them and the whites. Any method of securing removal — persuasion, 
purchase, or force — was authorized . . . 
 
We shall have to go elsewhere, and seek for other means besides land in severalty to release 
these people from their tribal relations and to bring them individually into the capacity and 
freedom of citizens. 
 
. . . Indian schools are just as well calculated to keep the Indians intact as Indians as Catholic 
schools are to keep the Catholics intact. Under our principles we have established the public 
school system, where people of all races may become unified in every way, and loyal to the 
government; but we do not gather the people of one nation into schools by themselves, and the 
people of another nation into schools by themselves, but we invite the youth of all peoples into 
all schools. We shall not succeed in Americanizing the Indian unless we take him in in exactly 
the same way. I do not care if abundant schools on the plan of Carlisle are established. If the 
principle we have always had at Carlisle — of sending them out into families and into the public 
schools — were left out, the result would be the same, even though such schools were 
established, as Carlisle is, in the centre of an intelligent and industrious population, and though 
such schools were, as Carlisle always has been, filled with students from many tribes. Purely 
Indian schools say to the Indians: “You are Indians, and must remain Indians. You are not of the 
nation, and cannot become of the nation. We do not want you to become of the nation.” 
 
. . . It is a great mistake to think that the Indian is born an inevitable savage. He is born a blank, 
like all the rest of us. Left in the surroundings of savagery, he grows to possess a savage 
language, superstition, and life. We, left in the surroundings of civilization, grow to possess a 
civilized language, life, and purpose. Transfer the infant white to the savage surroundings, he 
will grow to possess a savage language, superstition, and habit. Transfer the savage-born infant 
to the surroundings of civilization, and he will grow to possess a civilized language and habit. 
 
. . . The school at Carlisle is an attempt on the part of the government to do this. Carlisle has 
always planted treason to the tribe and loyalty to the nation at large. It has preached against 
colonizing Indians, and in favor of individualizing them. It has demanded for them the same 
multiplicity of chances which all others in the country enjoy. Carlisle fills young Indians with the 
spirit of loyalty to the stars and stripes, and then moves them out into our communities to show 



by their conduct and ability that the Indian is no different from the white or the colored, that he 
has the inalienable right to liberty and opportunity that the white and the negro have. Carlisle 
does not dictate to him what line of life he should fill, so it is an honest one. It says to him that, if 
he gets his living by the sweat of his brow, and demonstrates to the nation that he is a man, he 
does more good for his race than hundreds of his fellows who cling to their tribal communistic 
surroundings. . . . 
 
When we cease to teach the Indian that he is less than a man; when we recognize fully that he 
is capable in all respects as we are, and that he only needs the opportunities and privileges 
which we possess to enable him to assert his humanity and manhood; when we act consistently 
towards him in accordance with that recognition; when we cease to fetter him to conditions 
which keep him in bondage, surrounded by retrogressive influences; when we allow him the 
freedom of association and the developing influences of social contact — then the Indian will 
quickly demonstrate that he can be truly civilized, and he himself will solve the question of what 
to do with the Indian.” 
 

-John N. Choate, “‘Kill the Indian, and save the Man’: Capt. Richard H. Pratt on the 
Education of Native Americans. 


