Article 27: … The Nation shall at all times have the right to impose on private property such
limitations as the public interest may demand … in order to conserve them and to ensure a
more equitable distribution of public wealth. With this end in view, necessary measures shall be
taken to divide up large landed estates; to develop small landed holdings in operation; to create
new agricultural centers, with necessary lands and waters. … Centers of population which at
present either have no lands or water or which do not possess them in sufficient quantities for
the needs of their inhabitants, shall be entitled to grants thereof, which shall be taken from
adjacent properties, the rights of small landed holdings in operation being respected at all times.
…
Article 123: The Congress of the Union, without contravening the following basic principles, shall
formulate labor laws which shall apply to:
A. Workers, day laborers, domestic servants, artisans and in a general way to all labor
contracts:
I. The maximum duration of work for one day shall be eight hours …
III. The use of labor of minors under fourteen years of age is prohibited. Persons above that age
and less than sixteen shall have a maximum work day of six hours.
IV. For every six days of work a worker must have at least one day of rest.
V. During the three months prior to childbirth, women shall not perform physical labor that
requires excessive material effort. In the month following childbirth they shall necessarily enjoy
the benefit of rest and shall receive their full wages and retain their employment and the rights
acquired under their labor contract. During the nursing period they shall have two special rest
periods each day, of a half hour each, for nursing their infants.
VI. The minimum wage to be received by a worker shall be general or according to occupation.
… The general minimum wage must be sufficient to satisfy the normal material, social, and
cultural needs of the head of a family and to provide for the compulsory education of his
children.
-Constituent Congress, “The Constitution of 1917” (1917) excerpt.

