SOCIAL ASPECT
Mexico has a population of 15,000,000 souls, 15 per cent of which are Indians, 75 per cent mixed, or
mestizos, and 10 per cent of the white race. Mexico, however, has no real race question to solve. Indians
and Mestizos mix easily with people of European nationality. The really important question arises from the
different races forming the population of Mexico, since we have the different stages of civilization of the
different types of people. It is hard to find a Government formula to rule people of fifteenth, eighteenth and
twentieth century stages of civilization. The autocratic dictatorship which might suit the Indian population
is entirely unfitted for European residents, and the democratic rule acceptable by foreign residents or by
highly educated Mexicans would never suit the large percentage of the illiterate classes.
ECONOMIC CAUSES OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION
The Mexican problems have been and still are chiefly economic. The colonial policies of Spain in Mexico
contributed in a large measure to create privileged classes. Large tracts of land were granted to settlers
or conquerors and to the Church, and thousands of Indians were compelled to live upon the tracts of the
land so granted. The Indian was kept practically in a state of slavery. The independence in 1810 did not
materially change the condition of the masses. After the religious struggles in 1860, the Church lost its
property, but great land areas owned by wealthy families still remained as mainmort, and are at present
responsible for Mexico's the small properties were unable to withstand the competition.
From 1880 conditions in Mexico began to be complicated, by reason of the policies of General Porfirio
Diaz for the development of the country. General Diaz thought that the best way to develop the resources
of Mexico was to favor the establishment of large business enterprises and the formation of large
corporations, to which special advantages were offered. He granted large concessions in lands, mines,
railroads, industrial and banking institutions, to foreign investors, thus creating enormous monopolies and
making more accentuated the contrast between the rich and the laboring classes of the nation. The cost
of living was raised by the increase of capital. The wages of miners, railroad men and those of the
industrial classes were somewhat increased, although not in proportion to the increased high cost of
living. The wages of the rural laborer did not enjoy this increase, the income of the peon still remaining at
a ridiculously low average. Notwithstanding the low rate of agricultural wages, the great land owners were
still able to obtain labor, thanks to their political influence, which allowed them to keep the peons in
practical slavery. crisis.

The communal lands formerly owned by the towns, and which were called ejidos, were, since about 1860,
divided and apportioned among the inhabitants for the purpose of creating small agricultural properties,
but through ignorance those lands were almost immediately resold to the large land owners whose
properties were adjacent. This resulted in strengthening the oppressive monopoly exercised by the large
land owners, as….
-Luis Cabrera, “The Mexican Situation from a Mexican Point of View” (1913) excerpt.

