
They are extremely rich in animals, camels, oxen, sheep, goats; they have such a number of
horses and mares that I do not believe there are so many in all the rest of the world; they do not
have pigs or other farm animals. …

The men … hunt and practice archery, for they are all, big and little, excellent archers, and their
children begin as soon as they are two or three years old to ride and manage horses and to
gallop on them, and they are given bows to suit their stature and are taught to shoot. …

Young girls and women ride and gallop on horseback with agility like the men. We even saw
them carrying bows and arrows. Both the men and the women are able to endure long stretches
of riding. … They look after their horses very well, indeed they take the very greatest care of all
their possessions. …

When they are going to make war, they send ahead an advance guard and these carry nothing
with them but their tents, horses and arms. They seize no plunder, burn no houses and
slaughter no animals; they only wound and kill men or, if they can do nothing else, put them to
flight. … If they can avoid it, the Tartars (Mongols) do not like to fight hand to hand but they
wound and kill men and horses with their arrows; they only come to close quarters when men
and horses have been weakened by arrows.

-John of Plano Carpini, “History of the Mongols” (circa 1245 – 1252) excerpt.


