
While I am most emphatically and sincerely opposed to taking any step that will force our 
country into the useless and senseless war now being waged in Europe, yet, if this resolution 
passes, I shall not permit my feeling of opposition to its passage to interfere in any way with my 
duty either as a senator or as a citizen in bringing success and victory to American arms. I am 
bitterly opposed to my country entering the war, but if, notwithstanding my opposition, we do 
enter it, all of my energy and all of my power will be behind our flag in carrying it on to victory. 
 
The resolution now before the Senate is a declaration of war. Before taking this momentous 
step, and while standing on the brink of this terrible vortex, we ought to pause and calmly and 
judiciously consider the terrible consequences of the step we are about to take. … 
 
It is unnecessary to cite authority to show that both of these orders declaring military zones 
were illegal and contrary to international law. It is sufficient to say that our government has 
officially declared both of them to be illegal and has officially protested against both of them. 
The only difference is that in the case of Germany we have persisted in our protest, while in the 
case of England we have submitted … 
 
We have loaned many hundreds of millions of dollars to the Allies in this controversy. While 
such action was legal and countenanced by international law, there is no doubt in my mind but 
the enormous amount of money loaned to the Allies in this country has been instrumental in 
bringing about a public sentiment in favor of our country taking a course that would make every 
bond worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making the payment of every debt certain and 
sure. Through this instrumentality and also through the instrumentality of others who have not 
only made millions out of the war in the manufacture of munitions, etc., and who would expect to 
make millions more if our country can be drawn into the catastrophe, a large number of the 
great newspapers and news agencies of the country have been controlled and enlisted in the 
greatest propaganda that the world has ever known to manufacture sentiment in favor of war. … 
 
Their object in having war and in preparing for war is to make money. Human suffering and the 
sacrifice of human life are necessary, but Wall Street considers only the dollars and the cents… 
 

-Senator George W. Norris, Opposition to War Message, Congressional Record (April 4, 
1917) excerpt 

 


