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7.9 Teacher Key 
 
Part I. Sentence Deconstruction Chart 
 

Connector and 
Introductory 
Words 

Historical Actor Verb Phrase Who, What, Where Questions or Conclusions 

Fray Diego de 
Béjar said: 

I (____________) have come to 
tell you, to 
explain 

that the one single god is 
three in one person – 
God the Father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Spirit 
…. 

Why did the friar call the 
statues of the Maya gods 
“devils”? 
Because as a Christian, he 
believed that there was 
only one God and it was 
wrong to worship any other 
gods. 

I wish you all 
(__________) 

to come and 
show 

me your devils 
(_______)…. 

  [All the statues of 
gods} 

were brought 
before 

Fray Diego de Béjar Why did the friar burn the 
statues? 
He wanted to destroy the 
Mesoamerican religion and 
convert the Chontal Maya 
to Christianity. 

  who (________) burned them (_________) ….. 

  The devils which had been 
buried 

in secret places by the 
people 

Did all the Chontal Maya 
people want to turn over 
the statues to the friar? 
No, some hid the statues. 
What happened to Chontal 
Maya people who did not 
do what the friar said? 
They were put in jail and 
beaten in public. 
  

    were sought 
out 

in all the towns… 

  The guardians of 
the devils 

went to fetch them to be burned, 

for those men who 
kept them 

were 
imprisoned 
and beaten 

before the eyes of all the 
people… 

 
  
Part II. Analyzing Passive Voice 
 
Passive voice: [All the statues of gods] were bought before Fray Diego de Béjar… 
Active voice: XXXX brought all the statues of the gods before Fray Diego de Béjar. 
Who is XXXX? Chontal Maya people who wanted (or said they wanted) to change from the Maya religion to 
the Christian religion. 
Why might their action be embarrassing or unpopular? Maybe the Spanish friars and soldiers threatened the 
Chontal Maya leaders. Maybe some Chontal Maya people blamed their leaders for giving up their religion.  
  
Passive voice: The devils which had been buried in secret places by the people … 
Active voice: The people had buried the devils (statues of the Maya gods) in secret places. 
Who are “the people”? Chontal Maya people who did not want to change from the Maya to the Christian 
religion. 
Why might their action be embarrassing or unpopular? The Chontal Maya people seem to have been divided 
on the issue of religion. The leaders had decided to cooperate with the Spanish and change to Christianity. But 
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some Chontal Maya people were very unhappy with that decision. Each group might have been unpopular with 
the other group, and the leaders might have been very embarrassed that some people didn’t follow their plan. 
  
Passive voice: The devils … were sought out in all the towns… 
Active voice: XXXX sought out the devils in all the towns. 
Who is XXXX? Either Chontal Maya people who worked for the leaders OR Spanish soldiers.  
Why might their action be embarrassing or unpopular? If XXXX were Chontal Maya, they were destroying the 
gods of their ancestors and searching the towns and houses of their fellow Chontal Maya people. If XXXX were 
Spanish soldiers, the Chontal Maya leaders were letting outsiders come in and take over. 
  
Passive voice: Those men who kept them were imprisoned and beaten before the eyes of all the people … 
Active voice: XXXX imprisoned and beat those men who kept them [the statues] before the eyes of all the 
people. 
Who is XXXX? Either Chontal Maya people who worked for the leaders OR Spanish soldiers. 
Why might their action be embarrassing or unpopular? If XXXX were Chontal Maya, they were jailing and 
beating up their own people. If XXXX were Spanish soldiers, the Chontal Maya leaders were letting outsiders 
come in and take over. 
 

 


