
"In the said plaza de armas on the said day, month, and year, for the prosecution of 
the judicial proceedings of this case his lordship caused to appear before him an 
Indian prisoner named Pedro Naranjo, a native of the pueblo of San Felipe, of the 
Queres nation, who was captured in the advance and attack upon the pueblo of La 
Isleta.  He makes himself understood very well… He took the oath in due legal form 
in the name of God, our Lord, and a sign of the cross, under charge of which he 
promised to tell the truth…. 
 
Asked whether he knows the reason or motives which the Indians of the kingdom 
had for rebelling… and why they burned the images, temples, crosses, rosaries, and 
things of divine worship, committing such atrocities as killing priests, Spaniards, 
women and children… 
 
It was proclaimed in all the pueblos that everyone in common should obey the 
commands of their father whom they did not know, which would be given through 
El Caydi or El Pope.  This was heard by Alonso Catiti, who came to the pueblo of his 
declarant to say that everyone must unite to go to the villa to kill the governor and 
the Spaniards who remained with him, and that he who did not obey would, on 
their return, be beheaded; and in fear of this they agreed to it… as soon as  the 
Spaniards had left the kingdom an order came from the said Indian, Pope, in which 
he commanded all the Indians to break the lands and enlarge their cultivated fields, 
saying that now they were as they had been in ancient times, free from the labor 
they had performed for the religious and the Spaniards, who could not now be 
alive.  He said that this is the legitimate cause and the reason they had for rebelling, 
because they had always desired to live as they had when they came out of the lake 
of Copala….” 
 
He [Pope] saw to it that they at once erected and rebuilt their houses of idolatry 
which they call estufas, and made very ugly masks in imitation of the devil in order 
to dance the dance of the cacina; and he said likewise that the devil had given them 
to understand that living thus in accordance with the law of their ancestors, they 
would harvest a great deal of maize, many beans, a great abundance of cotton, 
calabashes, and very large watermelons and cantaloupes; and that they could erect 
their houses and enjoy abundant health and leisure.”  
 

-Revolt of the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico and Otermín's Attempted  
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