
 
Inquiry Set 8.8 - The Social and Economic impact of the US-Mexican War in 
California 

 
 

I. Inquiry Set Introduction 

Inquiry Set Title The Social and Economic Impact of the Mexican–American War in California 

Brief Description  Overview of key topics in California history from 1848 to 1870. Topics include land tenure, the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, native–Anglo relations, Chinese immigration, and the question of slavery in California.  

Authors  Carlos Salomon, Cal State East Bay 
Shelley Brooks, CHSSP 

Grade Levels  8 

Topics/Concepts  Mexican–American War, land tenure, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, native–Anglo relations, Chinese immigration, the 
question of slavery in California 

CA HSS 
Standards / 
Frameworks  

United States History and Geography: Growth and Conflict 
  
8.8 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the 
challenges they faced. 
  

8.8.6 Describe the Texas War for Independence and the Mexican–American War, including territorial 
settlements, the aftermath of the wars, and the effects the wars had on the lives of Americans, including 
Mexican Americans today 

Framework 
Excerpt 

In addition to learning about the political, economic, and ideological 
justifications for western expansion, students study the northward movement of settlers from Mexico into the 
Southwest, with emphasis on the location of Mexican settlements, their cultural traditions, attitudes toward slavery, 
the land-grant system, and the economy that was established. Students need this background before they can 
analyze the events that followed the arrival of westward-moving settlers from the East into Mexican territories. 
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Students explore the settlement of Americans in northern Mexico and the actions to establish the Republic of Texas. 
Teachers provide special attention to the causes and consequences of the United States’ war with Mexico by 
considering the question What were the consequences of the Mexican-American War? To answer this question, 
students study early territorial settlements, the political ambitions of James K. Polk and other proslavery politicians, 
and the war’s aftermath on the lives of the Mexican families who first lived in the region. Students also study the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the California Constitution of 1849 and the effects of both documents on the lives 
of Mexicans living within the new United States borders. 

Standards California English Language Development Standards for Grade 8 
 
Part I. Interacting in Meaningful Ways 

B. Interpretive 
6. Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how meaning is 

conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language 
7. Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and opinions with details or 

reasons depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area 
8. Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for specific 

purposes (to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, 
topic, and content area 

 
Common Core State Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 6-8 
 

2.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies 
4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 

domains related to history/social studies. 

Investigative 
Question 

What were the consequences of the Mexican–American War? 
 

Historical In fighting the Mexican–American War, the United States demanded that Mexico relinquish its northern lands. The 
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Background 
 

ceded territory included present-day California, Arizona, New Mexico, and parts of Utah, Colorado, and Nevada — 
the sites of numerous Mexican towns and Native villages that had been occupied for millennia.  
The war began as a result of a territorial dispute following the Texas Revolt. In 1824 the recently independent 
Republic of Mexico wanted to populate its northern lands with settlers. The republic created the Colonization Law, 
which allowed US citizens to settle on Mexican lands in Texas as long as they became Mexican citizens and 
respected Mexican law. The deal was very popular; many settlers rushed into Texas, especially from the southern 
states, and occupied large ranches. Many brought slaves. When Mexico abolished slavery in 1829, however, the 
Texans became weary of Mexican law. The Texans became increasingly defiant of Mexican law and in 1835 
declared their independence. Although Mexico was unable to defeat the rebellion, it claimed that it had never 
relinquished control of the territory. But in 1845 the US government annexed Texas as the 28th state, which 
ultimately led to the Mexican–American War. 
 
The war had profound consequences for the lives of the people living in this region, as well as on US political 
debates regarding slave and free territory. In the coming decades the United States initiated industrial and 
agricultural development, as well as settlement, on an unprecedented scale throughout the region. The result was 
widespread environmental change, from the conversion of the plains to wheat farms, forests to lumber, and 
mountains to mining quarries. In short, there were significant social, political, environmental, and economic 
consequences of the war. 
  
This source set begins with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, with a special focus on Article VIII. Students read the 
promises outlined in the treaty and can use this as a base when assessing the experience of the Mexican Americans 
and the indigenous peoples now living in the United States under the terms of this treaty. Significantly, the United 
States did not count Native Americans as US citizens until 1924, thereby negating any rights they may have 
received as a result of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
 
The Disturnell Treaty map (1847) is also included to help students understand the enormity of the land Mexico was 
required to cede to the United States. This map shows how Mexico had organized its northern territories, the extent 
of the territory lost in the Texas Revolt, existing Mexican towns, and various Native-controlled regions. Large swaths 
of territory were never settled by Spain or Mexico, meaning that indigenous populations lived in relative peace. 
Indian Territory is also shown, which was created in 1830 under Andrew Jackson’s Indian Removal Act. The map is 
also useful as a springboard for a discussion of slavery in the West and how the newly acquired lands would be 
divided over the issue. 
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This map must be analyzed along with various new policies that affected the former Mexican citizens. Native 
Californians were not recognized as Mexican and so were not protected by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Their 
lands were taken and they were brutally exterminated. The third source is the Act for the Government and Protection 
of Indians, which allowed the kidnapping of indigenous children. The act reveals the precarious situation for Native 
Californians after US annexation. 
 
Two additional maps in this set give students the opportunity to consider changing rules regarding property rights 
from the Mexican to the US era in California. These rules, along with the common feeling of racial superiority and 
entitlement to the western lands among white Americans, all had a significant impact on the lives of those who held 
Mexican ranchos and further hindered the opportunities available to California’s indigenous peoples. Sources 4 
through 6 reflect this. The discussion of the dispossession of Mexican land should be coupled with the creation of 
laws that sought to disempower the Mexican population, who had legal rights and property rights under the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo. Source 7 will spur discussion of Mexican resistance to racial and legal discrimination. 
 
Meanwhile, American settlers, as well as people from around the world, settled in the West and converted its natural 
resources into marketable goods. Source 8 includes the example of Marysville, a town that grew rapidly in response 
to the Gold Rush. Other industries followed on the heels of the Gold Rush, as the hotels and other commercial 
establishments in Source 8 indicate. Source 9 reveals the growing tensions between Anglo and Chinese 
populations. 
 
Finally, this source set concludes by considering the political implications of the Mexican–American War on the 
slave-state vs. free-state debate that was racking the United States. Source 10 reveals the issue of the Compromise 
of 1850, which made California a free state. Students examine the Archy Lee case, which deals with the Fugitive 
Slave Act. Students will consider how the incorporation of the once-Mexican lands into the United States had 
significance not only for the people in this region but also for the political makeup of the entire United States. 

Map  
 

Mexico; Mexican territory seized by California after the Mexican–American War: Arizona, California, New Mexico, 
and parts of Colorado, Nevada, and Utah; Santa Clara County, San Francisco, Monterey County, Marysville 

 

II. Source Sets 

#1   Primary Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848 
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Source  

 
 

Title of Source Treaty of Guadalupe- Hidalgo [Exchange Copy] 

Holding Institution  National Archives and Records Administration 

Link to Record https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299809 

 

For the Student 
 

Excerpt from the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848   
 
Article VIII 
“Mexicans now established in territories previously belonging to Mexico ... shall be free to continue where they now 
reside, or to remove at any time to the Mexican republic, retaining the property which they possess in the said 
territories. ... Those who shall prefer to remain in the said territories, may either retain the title and rights of 
Mexican citizens, or acquire those of citizens of the United States. ...In  the said territories, property of every kind, 
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now belonging to Mexicans not established there, shall be inviolably respected. The present owners, the heirs of 
these, and all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by contract, shall enjoy with respect to it 
guaranties equally ample as if the same belonged to citizens of the United States.”  

 
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo concluded the war between Mexico and the United States.  The United States 
took vast new lands in the Mexican cession, as Mexico was required to surrender 55 percent of its country’s 
territory (present-day Arizona, California, New Mexico, and parts of Colorado, Nevada, and Utah). The Texas 
border was also set at the Rio Grande river. The United States paid Mexico $15 million for war-related damage to 
Mexican property. The treaty also stated that Mexicans living in areas now part of the United States could expect 
that their property would remain theirs. The treaty also granted US citizenship to those living in the newly ceded 
territories.  

 
What do you think some of the opportunities and challenges might have been for those now living under a new 
government? 

 

For the Teacher 
 

 The Mexican–American War was the fulfilment of many Anglo Americans’ desire to make the United States a 
continental nation. President Polk was one of these US citizens looking to expand the amount of land available to 
Anglo settlement and development at the expense of those already living in the West. The treaty’s language 
suggested that the outcome of the war would not become a hardship for those now living within the United States. 
The reality was more complicated, as the remainder of these sources indicates. 

#2  Primary 
Source 

Disturnell Treaty Map, 1847 
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Title of Source Mapa de los Estados Unidos De Mejico. 

Holding Institution David Rumsey Map Collection 

Link to Record https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~
8~1~228~20030:Mapa-de-los-Estados-Unidos-De-Mejic 

 

For the Student 
 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed in 1848, and the Disturnell Treaty map was used to negotiate the 
land cession. The Mexican government was required to sign away their land or else suffer continued US military 
occupation. As a result of the treaty, Mexico surrendered 55 percent of its country’s territory (present-day Arizona, 
California, New Mexico, and parts of Colorado, Nevada, and Utah). The Texas border was also set at the Rio 
Grande river. The United States paid Mexico $15 million for war-related damage to Mexican property.  
 
In addition to changes in the size of their territory, how do you think Mexico changed as a result of the war’s 

California Historical Society 7 

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~228~20030:Mapa-de-los-Estados-Unidos-De-Mejic
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~228~20030:Mapa-de-los-Estados-Unidos-De-Mejic


The Social and Economic impact of the US-Mexican War in California 
 

outcome? How do you think the United States changed? 

For the Teacher 
 

The Disturnell Treaty map reveals the extent of Mexican lands in its northern territory prior to the end of the war. On 
this map you can see how California was organized under Mexican law, extending east to the Great Salt Lake in 
what is Utah today. Note the Mexican towns located along the Rio Grande river in New Mexico, along the Gila 
River in what is Arizona today, and along the coastal region of Alta California. The rest was inhabited by indigenous 
populations, who, under Mexican law, were citizens. Note also that Texas was already seen as part of the United 
States and so not negotiated under the treaty.  

#3  Primary 
Source 

An Act for the Protection and Government of the Indians, 1850 
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Title of Source Laws of the State of California An act for the government and protection of 
Indians. 

Holding Institution  Library of Congress 

Link to Record http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c16681/ 

 
 

California Historical Society 9 

http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c16681/


The Social and Economic impact of the US-Mexican War in California 
 

For the Student 
 

Excerpt from AN ACT for the Government and Protection of Indians: 
 
20. Any Indian able to work and support himself in some honest calling, not having wherewithal to maintain himself, 
who shall be found loitering and strolling about, or frequenting public places where liquors are sold, begging, or 
leading an immoral or profligate course of life, shall be liable to be arrested on the complaint of any reasonable 
citizen of the county … [a judge will authorize] the officer having him in charge or custody, to hire out such vagrant 
within twenty-four hours to the highest bidder, by public notice given as he shall direct, for the highest price that can 
be had, for any term not exceeding four months … 
 
This act shows the lengths to which new Anglo settlers went in order to remove the Native populations from their 
lands. The act allowed US citizens to bring a “vagrant” in to jail. A “vagrant” was defined as anyone not gainfully 
employed. The law also applied to Native orphans, who were taken as apprentices under the “protection” of white 
adults. So a Native American could simply be walking around and be picked up. Soon after, a hearing would take 
place where the “vagrant” was sold at auction. Whoever purchased the “vagrant” was allowed to keep them as a 
laborer for four months. This law went along with other laws that said Native Americans could not testify against 
white people. What ensued was widespread massacres of indigenous communities, particularly in the gold-mining 
region. Many counties in California actually paid hunters to bring in dead Indians.  
 
Think about the devious title of the law. Why do you think the atmosphere in Gold Rush California led to such 
violent actions? 

For the Teacher 
 

Genocide is a delicate issue to broach with students. An Act for the Government and Protection of the Indians is a 
perfect source to begin the discussion. All students must understand whose land we stand on and how that 
community suffered from various waves of colonization. The genocide began with the arrival of the first Spanish 
settlers. The Mexican–American War created the conditions for this genocide to accelerate. This may be a good 
time to compare life for Native Californians under Spanish and then US occupation. Analysis of this document can 
also lead to a discussion of resilience in the face of colonization. The Mexican–American War, and the arrival of 
Anglo Americans, unleashed virulent racism toward Native Americans in California. How did their traditions 
survive? How are they still fighting to maintain their lands, their languages, and their culture? 

 

#4 Primary 
Source 

La Purisima Concepcion Map, 1840 
 

California Historical Society 10 



The Social and Economic impact of the US-Mexican War in California 
 

 
 
Title of Source Plan diseño del Ferreno de la Purisima Concepcion en la comprehension de la Ex Mision de Sta. 

Clara [Calif.] : salicitado pr. Gorgono y Suliyi Rama 

Holding Institution UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library 

Link to Record https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/hb5t1nb2w0/?order=2&brand=oac4 

 

For the Student 
 

This map shows the boundaries of Juana Briones’s land in today’s Santa Clara County, land she purchased from 
two Ohlone men who had lived at Mission Santa Clara. Briones also received a grant from the Mexican government 
for land in today’s San Francisco. From 1834 until 1846, the Mexican government granted over 500 such land 
awards to people living in California. These land grants could be extremely large — most up to 50,000 acres, which 
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is larger than many cities in California today. Most ranchers used their land to raise cattle. Before the Spanish and 
Mexican eras, this land had been occupied by California’s Native peoples. In the case of Juana Briones’s land, 
Ohlone peoples once lived independently here before the Spanish arrived. In the mid-1800s these Native people 
had to negotiate a way to live and work when land was bounded off into private ownership. The new government 
under the United States in California made this even more complicated for both Native Americans and Mexican 
Americans.  
 
What do you notice about this map? How is it different from maps you see today? 

For the Teacher 
 

Of the 500 land grants made by the Mexican government in California, only 66 went to women. Most of these 
women were either widowed or single, as Mexico allowed these women to own property of their own. Briones 
received a land grant and purchased property of her own, and she was married. This map shows the informal 
boundaries of Mexican land grants that often used natural features rather than longitude and latitude to denote 
boundary lines. The lack of precise boundaries caused problems in the American era when the owners of the 
ranchos wanted to prove land ownership and new American settlers were looking to establish themselves on parts 
of these large land parcels. This source allows for a discussion of the 1851 California Land Act, which required 
Mexican American land grant owners to prove title to their land. After extensive legal proceedings and lengthy 
appeals, most Mexican American ranch owners lost their lands. 

#5   Primary 
Source 

La Purisima Concepcion plat – Land Case Map E-281 (1863) 
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Title of Source Plat of the Rancho La Purisima Concepcion, finally confirmed to Juana Briones : [Santa Clara 
Co., Calif.] / As located by the U.S. Surveyor General 

Holding Institution UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library 

Link to Record https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/hb5t1nb2w0/?order=2&brand=oac4 

 

For the Student 
 

This map, created by a US official in California, was used to define the boundaries of Juana Briones’s land. Briones 
was unusual in that she retained her land. More commonly, owners of these Mexican land grants ended up losing 
much if not all of their property during the American era. These landowners had to prove in US courts their rights to 
thousands of acres of land that was very much in demand by the many Anglo settlers who arrived during and after 
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the Gold Rush. Mexican land grant owners hired lawyers to represent them in court; more often than not, the long 
process (sometimes lasting up to 20 years) ended up leaving many landowners bankrupt. As a result, these 
landowners would have to sell parts or even all of their land to pay legal fees.  
 
How do these common experiences square with what the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo promised? 

For the Teacher 
 

The California Land Act of 1851 decreed that owners of land grants in California had to prove their ownership in US 
courts. Juana Briones hired a lawyer, and together they successfully defended her land rights. Through the 20-year 
process, Briones managed to persist in securing title to her lands, despite not being able to read or write in Spanish 
or in English. By the 1880s, almost half of those who had held title to Mexican ranchos had sold or lost considerable 
amounts of their land in the American era. Briones was one of the 22 women out of 66 who was able to retain rights 
to her land. However, losses came not only from the 1851 Land Act but also from laws protecting squatters’ rights, 
theft, intimidation, and dishonest business deals. Most Mexicans were not involved in the land cases, as most did 
not own large ranches. The breakup of the ranches, anti-Mexican violence, and laws such as the “Greaser Act” left 
many with few rights to protect themselves and few opportunities to get ahead in the new economy. 

#6  Primary 
Source 

Maria Antonia Ynitia and Maxima Antonia Ynitia, circa 1860   
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Title of   Source Portrait of Maria Antonia Ynitia Knox and Maxima Antonia Ynitia 

Holding Institution California Historical Society 

Link to Record https://calisphere.org/item/67480c95a7f4a8b5297aa9fd0be77ea4/ 

 

For the Student 
 

These sisters, Maria Antonia Ynitia and Maxima Antonia Ynitia, were the daughters of Camillo Ynitia, the leader of 
the Olompali tribe. They grew up on their father’s ranch, which was awarded to him by the Mexican government in 
1843. The cattle and wheat ranch was situated near the Petaluma River, in the San Francisco Bay Area, and Ynitia 
traded his goods in San Francisco and along the northern coast. The Ynitia family was unusual for its ability to 
secure a stable living and working environment during an era of tremendous change and loss for California’s Native 
peoples. Maria Antonia and Maxima Antonia Ynitia married American men after California statehood.  
 
What can we learn from this photograph that gives us some idea of how the Ynitia sisters adapted to Mexican and 
then US rule over California? 

For the Teacher 
 

The Native population of California plummeted as a result of the Gold Rush and in the years following California’s 
entry into the United States. There were an estimated 150,000 Indians remaining in California when the Gold Rush 
began (which was approximately a 50 percent loss of population from the beginning of contact with Europeans); by 
1900 estimates placed the total indigenous population at only around 16,000. Some of this population drop was due 
to disease and displacement, and Native Californians also suffered from violence and murder at the hands of newly 
arrived Americans and the US military. For those who did survive, their options were limited by a loss of land and 
changed environments, as well as by the 1850 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians, which gave 
settlers legal rights to the labor of an Indian convicted of a crime. A crime could simply mean that the person was 
without a job and a “vagrant.” At this time it was difficult to find laborers, as the Gold Rush drew so many 
able-bodied people to the gold fields and away from ranches and farms. 
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#7   Primary 
Source 

Tiburcio Vasquez portrait, circa 1874 
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Title of Source Tiburcio Vasquez  

  

Holding Institution California Historical Society 

 

For the Student 
 

Tiburcio Vasquez was born in Monterey in 1835, when California was under Mexican rule. Beginning in the 1850s 
and for the next 20 years, when California was part of the United States, Vasquez committed a series of burglaries, 
cattle and horse thefts, and highway robberies. He broke out of prison multiple times. Vasquez admitted to these 
crimes, arguing that they were justifiable given the hardships that he and other Californios faced under American 
rule. Vasquez and multiple others, such as Joaquin Murrieta and Salomon Pico, were angry that so many 
Californios had lost their property and their political freedom and were often treated as less than equal by Anglo 
Americans. Though he was accused of murder, Vasquez denied that he had ever killed anyone. Vasquez and 
others like him appeared to have the sympathy of most of the state’s Californio population. Spanish-language 
newspapers like El Clamor Publico editorialized numerous accounts of injustice. This portrait photograph was most 
likely taken while Vasquez was under arrest and ultimately on his way to execution.  
 
What does this photo tell you about Vasquez, and perhaps about his feelings as well? 
 

For the Teacher 
 

Vasquez likely enjoyed the sympathy of many of his fellow Californios because they, like him, felt frustrated by the 
changes brought by the US government. Vasquez and others like him across the Southwest (former Mexican 
territory) were seen as violent bandits by the Anglo population and freedom fighters by Mexican Americans. The 
Gold Rush had brought hundreds of thousands of new residents to California, along with US statehood, and the 
political and economic importance of Californios diminished as a result. Moreover, racist attitudes among many new 
residents made life more troubling and difficult for the Californios.  
 
For many Californios, Vasquez’s deeds seemed an appropriate response to the troubling changes brought by US 
statehood. Vasquez has been remembered by many Mexican Americans as heroic for his resistance to US rule. For 
three years, an elementary school in Monterey County was named after Vasquez, though the school has since 
changed the name. A teacher who was involved with the naming of the school expressed what the name meant to 
her: "The community does not see Tiburcio as a thief or a murderer ... we see him as a fighter for social justice of 
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the Mexican-Californio whose rights have been deprived." (from 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/the-hunt-for-tiburcio-vasquez-a-chase-through-a-californios-la) 
 

#8  Primary 
Source 

View of the Plaza, Marysville, CA 
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Title of Source View of the Plaza, Marysville, Alt. Calif. 

Holding Institution California Historical Society 

Link to Record http://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/2792?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=1726aa21c62d4
80429a4&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=5 

 

For the Student 
 

The Mexican–American War transferred California and vast parts of the western part of the continent to the United 
States. For a newly industrial country, this meant new land from which to draw natural resources — like minerals 
and timber — and new areas to settle and make economically productive.  
 
This drawing depicts the town of Marysville during the Gold Rush. What are some of the ways that you see new 
arrivals in California turning the resources of the area into products that will earn them money? What are some 
environmental changes that you imagine had recently taken place when people began building this town, and what 
are some ways that people at the time of this drawing were relying on the environment and its resources? What 
impact did this have on Native and Mexican American populations? 
 

For the Teacher 
 

One of the consequences of the Mexican–American War was the impact on the environment. The United States 
began industrial and agricultural development to a degree previously unknown in this region, in part because of the 
unprecedented numbers of people now living in the western part of the continent. Gold mining was the first major 
industry during the US era in California, but others quickly followed, including timber, agriculture, and the railroad 
that moved people and goods. Each of these industries had significant local and regional environmental 
consequences. For one, it meant that land occupied by Native communities became so valuable that it was easier 
to eliminate the people instead of legally removing them. These industries ordered and organized the West, 
bringing it into the US economy in ways that held enormous consequences for Western land and resources. 
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#9   Primary 
Source 

Celestial Empire in California 
 

 
 
Title of Source Celestial empire in California. Miners [upper] Gamblers [lower] 
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Holding 
Institution 

California Historical Society 

Link to Record http://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/2803?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=e9161
7b93d7f90c91a69&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=2 

 

For the Student 
 

The Gold Rush brought as many as 24,000 Chinese immigrants to California. Seeking better opportunities, many 
came to escape extreme poverty in China. They set up claims in the gold mining towns that were often abandoned 
by white miners. Wealthy gold mining industrialists liked to employ them because they could exploit their labor, 
paying them less than white workers. Chinese immigrants faced harsh discrimination and ridicule. In 1850 the 
California government passed the Foreign Miner’s Tax, making it difficult for them to succeed in this industry. 
Working-class whites resented them at times, and violent mob attacks in the mines were frequent. In the cities they 
were depicted as “coolies,” or those who work for cheap. The majority of Chinese immigrants lived in San Francisco, 
where they built a vibrant Chinatown that included many kinds of businesses. They formed political and cultural 
organizations and became part of the fabric of the city. Yet the majority of working-class whites were discontent, and 
politicians, wanting to score points, passed laws that sought to harass the Chinese. Despite the obstacles, they 
survived and in some cases prospered.  
 
What are the differences and similarities between the immigration debate in the 1850s and today? What about this 
source describes the view of Chinese immigrants in California?  

For the Teacher 
 

This source is a great way to discuss the industriousness of Chinese immigrants to California during the Gold Rush. 
It also reveals the xenophobia leveled against the Chinese. The discussion should include the views of Anglo 
Americans and the reality of the Chinese community. This is an early example of the scapegoating of foreign 
workers. The Americanization of the Chinese, the adaptation to the U.S economy, and the protection of Chinese 
cultural values should be discussed in tandem. Four major Chinese district associations formed in San Francisco in 
the 1850s before the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association formed in 1882.  How does this image depict 
Chinese stereotypes? What does the creation of Chinatowns and Chinese associations say about the multicultural 
fabric of the United States? 

#10 Primary 
Source 

Archy Lee Case flyer, 1858 
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Title of Source "Archy" To The Friends (1858) 

Holding Institution California Historical Society 

Preferred Citation Lapp, Rudolph M., and Shirley Ann Wilson Moore. Archy Lee: A California Fugitive Slave Case. 
Berkeley, CA: Heyday Books, 2008. 

 

For the Student The Archy Lee court case took place in California in 1858. At issue was the Fugitive Slave Law, which was part of 
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 the Compromise of 1850. Mississippi native Charles Stovall brought his slave Archy Lee to California in 1857. Lee 
escaped and took refuge with prominent African American activists in Sacramento. He was later arrested, and a 
major legal battle ensued that pitted the African American community and their Anglo abolitionist allies against 
pro-slavery forces in California. After a trial in San Francisco in 1858, Stovall attempted to kidnap Lee and sail out of 
the state by boat. San Francisco’s large black population, said to number about 1,000 people at the time, came out 
en mass to stop the kidnapping. Prominent abolitionists joined them, including members of San Francisco’s police 
force, and brought Lee to safety. Eventually Lee was declared a free man, but the case reveals how the admission of 
California to the United States led to a major debate in the fight over slavery. The issue of slavery was hotly debated 
in the California Constitutional Convention. Many pro-slavery southern Democrats came to California. But the 
abolitionist cause, along with miners who feared the competition of slave labor, won the debate. The California 
Constitution forbade slavery in the state but also denied free blacks many civil rights.  
How does the Archy Lee case reveal the national debate over slavery? What does this image say about African 
American political organizing in California? 

For the Teacher 
 

The Archy Lee case can be used to show how California entered the national debate on slavery. It shows the 
solidarity between abolitionists and California’s free black population, at least on the issue of slavery. The issue 
should be discussed alongside the fear of a large free black population in California, legislation that attempted to bar 
free black migration to California, and other anti-black laws, which had bipartisan approval. What does the Archy Lee 
case say about the life of blacks in free states such as California?  

 

III. English Language Development extension activity 

Literacy Support (Source 1: Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Article VIII) 
  
Teacher Background: Article VIII can be difficult for students to parse because of challenging vocabulary (including everyday words like 
said and remove used in more academic senses), sentences with multiple noun and verb phrases to organize, and heavy use of pronouns 
and ellipses that can make it hard to keep track of who or what is being referred to at any given moment. This literacy strategy focuses 
student attention on the vocabulary needed to understand the passage and also models a visual technique for organizing sentences and 
pieces of sentences. 
 
Directions: 
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1. Provide context. 
a. Briefly provide context on how the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo came about and the scope of the entire treaty. Then, 

explain that Article VIII is a particularly important part of the treaty to understand because it outlines the promises the United 
States made to Mexicans who owned property in the newly acquired US territory. Explain that a solid understanding of these 
original promises is necessary so the class can assess the experiences of Mexican Americans living under the treaty. 

b.  If this is the first time you are engaging in sentence deconstruction activities in your class, provide context for students 
about the value of sentence deconstruction as a close reading strategy for difficult texts. Explain that the purpose of 
sentence deconstruction is to slow down and understand how the pieces of the text fit together. Note that professional 
historians also read documents many times over, closely and carefully, so this is a form of learning to read as a historian 
does. 

 
2. Interpret and discuss text. 

a. Provide students a copy of Article VIII (Student Handout 1). Give them a chance to look it over quickly, and then discuss 
why parts of it can be difficult to read (lots of pronouns standing in for nouns, sometimes important words are omitted or 
implied, etc.). 

b.  Turn to Student Handout 2. Explain to students that the text is the same but that it has been laid out visually to better 
illustrate the relationship between different parts of the text. (For example, the first chunk of text sets up two choices, which 
then serve as the basis for the next two chunks of text.) Explain to students that some blanks were left for them to fill in from 
the original text, so they will have to immerse themselves closely in the original text (as historians do). Tell them also that 
these particular blanks represent important vocabulary and language usages that are important for understanding the 
document; this should help them begin to notice context and figure out the words. 

c. After students fill in the blanks, have them work in pairs or small groups to complete the first two sections of Student 
Handout 3 of the handout, inferring the meaning of the vocabulary words and summarizing the different chunks of the text. 
Debrief these answers as a whole class so everyone develops a solid foundation of the meaning of the text. 

d. At the bottom of Student Handout 3, have students compose a response about their reaction to the promises of Article VIII. 
Allow some time for students to  process their ideas in discussions with their peers before or after writing. These initial ideas 
can be revisited throughout the unit as students learn more about the experiences of Mexican Americans living under the 
treaty. 

 
3. Extend the learning.  

a. To reinforce one of the literacy strategies modeled in this lesson — breaking apart and visually organizing sentences or 
pieces of sentences — you might choose another small bit of difficult text from the unit in which there are multiple noun or 
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verb phrases per sentence. Write these sentence parts on slips of paper and ask students to help lay them out in a way that 
visually makes the relationship between parts clearer. Alternatively, if students are ready, they could work in small groups to 
decide how to break apart a passage themselves and write it on large pieces of paper. 

b.  To provide vocabulary reinforcement and writing practice, you might ask students to write sentences or a paragraph in 
which they use some of the focal vocabulary words studied in Article VIII, especially those that will be the highest frequency 
words for students moving forward, like acquire and retain. 

***See handouts.*** 
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