
 
Inquiry Set 10.4: The Response of Native People in California to Colonization 

 

 

I. Inquiry Set Introduction 

Inquiry Set Title   The Response of Native People in California to Colonization 

Brief Description   
This is a case study of the colonial enterprises of Spain and the United States in California. It forces on the 
continuous resistance of Native peoples from the eighteenth century to the present. 

Authors Shelley Brooks and Shennan Hutton, California History-Social Science Project 

Grade Levels  10 

Topics/Concepts  colonialism, imperialism, Spanish colonies, New Spain, Junipero Serra, Kumeyaay, Franciscans, Modoc War, race, 
Native resistance 
 

CA HSS 
Standards / 
Frameworks  

World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World 
 
10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the following 
regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines.  
 

10.4.1 Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonialism (e.g., the role 
played by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues raised by the search for national hegemony, 
Social Darwinism, and the missionary impulse; material issues such as land, resources, and technology). 
 
10.4.3 Explain imperialism from the perspective of the colonizers and the colonized and the varied immediate 
and long-term responses by the people under colonial rule. 

 

Framework 
Excerpt 

Students may continue to consider the question How did colonization work? in order to understand the concrete 
results of colonization in a variety of geographic contexts. Colonizers introduced new infrastructures, medicines, 
educational systems, and cultural norms. Print technology and more rapid transportation aided the growth of 
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organized religion. … Christian missionaries made use of colonial institutions and infrastructure to educate and 
evangelize native peoples, helping to broaden Christian presence around the world…. 
 
Although some colonial peoples converted to European practices, others deeply resented the violent exploitation of 
their people and the disruption of their traditional beliefs. Students should consider the question How did native 
people respond to colonization? in order to make sense of the multiple contexts and responses to colonization. 
Nationalist leaders, often educated in European universities, began to use ideologies rooted in the Enlightenment to 
challenge the injustice of Western and Japanese imperialism. Europeans, in turn, were shaped by their encounters 
with colonial peoples through their exposure to non-Western religions and systems of thought for the first time. 
Imperial encounters strengthened European nationalism at home, as colonizers defined themselves in response to 
colonial “others.” 

Standards California English Language Development Standards for Grades 9-10 
 
Part I. Interacting in Meaningful Ways 
 
B. Interpretive 
6. Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how meaning is conveyed 

explicitly and implicitly through language. 
7. Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and arguments with details or evidence 

depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area. 
8. Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for specific purposes (to 

explain, persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area.  
 
Common Core State Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10 
 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features 
as the date and origin of the information. 
6. Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which 
details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

Investigative 
Question 

How did native people respond to colonization? 
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Historical 
Background 
 

Colonialism in California began as soldiers, priests, and civilians traveled from Spain into northern Mexico to settle 
the northern frontier by planting presidios (forts), missions, and pueblos (towns). In 1769, Father Junípero Serra 
began the Sacred Expedition, traveling up the coast of Baja California and reaching the Kumeyaay villages of 
present-day San Diego. The Spanish wanted to keep this region free of other colonizing powers, like the British and 
the Russians. The Spanish were also interested in spreading Catholicism; with that aim, Serra established the first 
mission in Alta California.  
 
The Kumeyaay initially attacked Spanish soldiers and posed a threat to the fragile colony. Spanish animals ate 
Native foods, and Spanish law required Indians to work for colonial masters, building churches, barracks, and 
roads. With guns, horses, and the conviction that their God had blessed their presence in California, the Spanish 
successfully fought off Indian attacks. Colonial powers forced non-European, non-Christian people to work for them.  
 
The exploitation of others through imperial rule and colonialism was much a part of all colonial projects. The results 
benefited immigrant communities and severely harmed indigenous people. European colonial policies resulted in 
disease, death, and cultural destruction, which is evident in many California Indian communities today, just as 
indigenous people around the world continue to suffer the ravages of European and American imperialism and 
colonialism. This case study of the efforts of two colonial powers to colonize the California Indians and their 
continued resistance over the centuries connects the earlier period of European expansion and colonization to the 
nineteenth-century era of New Imperialism and to the present day, by reinforcing for students the fact that 
imperialism did not end with World War I. This case study also provides students with a relevant example that takes 
place in familiar territory. Because the historical context is familiar, they should more easily grasp the projects of 
imperialism and native resistance, particularly the ways in which native peoples persisted in claiming their own 
identities despite centuries of colonial pressure. 

 
One way that colonized peoples all over the world resisted imperialism was through revolt or warfare. As the written 
sources 1 and 2 emphasize, colonizers could treat the colonized Native people quite brutally. While Father Junípero 
Serra and the Franciscans saw their mission as peaceful and beneficial, they brought with them soldiers who 
attacked Indians, sometimes in defense of the missions and sometimes to carry out the orders of the priests. 
Indians who used armed resistance against the Spanish were angry not only at the specific incidents that 
immediately triggered their violence but also at stringent attempts to convert them to Catholic Christianity and 
European culture; the appropriation or destruction of their land, water, and food sources; the disruption of their 
culture and religion; forced resettlement; and compulsory labor. More than 100 years later, in the Modoc War of 
1872, some Indians were still actively resisting. This resistance had parallels in other parts of the world. The native 
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populations in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Pacific used violence to resist their colonizers.  
 
Because of the high mortality (85 percent) of native peoples in the Americas and on some Pacific islands to 
diseases introduced by the colonizers, opposition by the natives was rarely successful. However, scholars point out 
that the continued resistance of colonized peoples even when they were being offered religious salvation, medicine, 
literacy, and other fruits of European civilization ultimately forced some in the imperialist nations to question their 
nations’ involvement in the “civilizing mission.”  
 
Although California Indians were severely constrained by the loss of land, the transformation of their environment, 
and the impact of colonial markets and institutions, some sought to maintain their own cultural traditions, 
communities, and economic practices. Other Indians willingly adopted Christianity and welcomed the cultural 
changes offered by the colonizers. Often these were individuals without high status in their Native societies, who 
enjoyed education and new positions of responsibility. The promise of inclusion in white society, however, always 
ran into limits; those who could claim pure European descent dominated colonial society. Ultimately, Europeans 
used racial theories of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to justify their subordination of Indians and other 
native peoples. But with the decolonization movement of the 1960s and its counterpart in the United States, the civil 
rights movement, Indians resisted by using the very tools of imperialism — Western culture and education — to 
expose the violence and injustice against their ancestors and claim a refashioned Indian identity. 
 
Since the mid-nineteenth century, California Indians have been a small portion of the state’s population. Just as in 
other colonies with large numbers of settlers from the metropole, such as South Africa, Australia, and Algeria, the 
colonized Indians were marginalized economically. Indians who tried to hold onto their lands and economic 
practices found that agriculture, ranching, and the influx of settlers into California destroyed the food sources that 
they needed to survive. As in the rest of the United States, white settlement led to the restriction of Indians to 
reservations, without adequate resources. Despite overwhelming odds against them, Native Americans in California 
still claim Indian identity as they continue to resist efforts to marginalize them. This persistence is also a type of 
resistance. 
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II. Source Sets 

#1  Primary 
Source 
 

1a.  Letter from Junípero Serra to Teodoro de Croix, August 22, 1778: 
 
 “In reference to the care we take of our converts — let me tell you, Sir, they are our children; for none except us 
has engendered them in Christ. The result is we look upon them as a father looks upon his family. We shower all 
our love and care upon them.” 
  
Letter from Junίpero Serra to Fernando Rivera y Moncada, July 31, 1775: 
“Last Friday I sent out eleven adults with the servant Cypriano. They were to go to the mountains to search for my 
lost sheep. Last night they brought me nine neophytes of this mission. I am sending four of these to Your Lordship. 
They are Cristóbal, Carlos, Geronimo, and Ildefonso, all married men. Their wives are staying here at the 
rancherίa. The first three have deserted a number of times, and although they have been punished at various 
times, there is no sign of amendment. This is the first desertion of the fourth, who is a new Christian; but he stayed 
away a long time. However, his character is such that he could well become the ringleader… I am sending them to 
you so that a period of exile, and two or three whippings which Your Lordship may order applied to them on 
different days may serve, for them and for the rest, for a warning, and may be of spiritual benefit to all; and this last 
is the prime motive of our work. If Your Lordship does not have shackles, with your permission they may be sent 
from here. I think that the punishment should last one month …” 
  
Letter from Junípero Serra to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, the Viceroy of New Spain, May 21, 1778: 
 
“In the morning, six or more soldiers would set out together… on horseback, and go to the far distant rancherías, 
even many leagues away. When both men and women at sight of them took to their heels — and this account 
comes from the Fathers, who learned of it from the many declarations and complaints of the gentiles — the 
soldiers, clever as they are at lassoing cows and mules, would catch an Indian woman with their lassos to become 
prey for their unbridled lust. At times some Indian men would try to defend their wives, only to be shot down with 
bullets. … One of the two Fathers who started the [San Gabriel] mission … with his own eyes he saw a soldier 
actually committing deeds of shame with an Indian who had come to the mission, and that even the children who 
came to the mission were not safe from their baseness …” 
 
 
1b.  Engraving of missionary R.P. Narcisco Duran, and indigenous child.  

California Historical Society 5 



 
The Response of Native People in California to Colonization 

 

 
 
 

Title of Source 1a. Letters from Junípero Serra to Teodoro de Croix, 1778; to Fernando Rivera y 
Moncada, 1775; to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, 1778 
1b. Le R.P. Narcisco Duran 

Holding Institution 1b. California Historical Society 
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Preferred Citation 1a. Serra to Teodoro de Croix, Aug. 22, 1778, Monterey, III, 252-253; Serra to Fernando 
Rivera y Moncada, July 31, 1775, IV, 425; Serra to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, 
May 21, 1778, I, 363. In Writings of Junipero Serra, edited and translated by Antonine 
Tibsear, OFM. Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1955-66. 
 

 

For the Student 
 

When the Spanish entered California Indian lands, they laid claim to these lands by right of discovery. This is like 
someone from another country entering your home and claiming it by right of discovery. The Spanish believed they 
had this right to take over the Indians’ land, sometimes through the use of violence, because the Spanish saw their 
own culture and religion as superior to that of the California Indians. Spanish colonialism in Alta California began in 
1769, when Junípero Serra and his fellow Franciscan friars (a Catholic missionary order) founded the first mission 
in San Diego. To protect the priests and their missions, the Spanish colonial government sent soldiers and built 
presidios, or forts. This source comes from two letters written by Serra to Spanish military commanders and one 
letter to the viceroy about issues at the missions. In the second letter, Serra discusses punishments for converts 
who had left the mission without permission. Notice that Serra was sending the four men away and keeping their 
wives — thus separating the couples.  
 
What punishments did Serra order? In the third letter, how did some soldiers treat the Indians? 

 
Vocabulary 
engendered: gave birth to; Serra is using this word metaphorically to mean the rebirth (being born again) of being 
baptized into Christianity. The priest who baptized the Indians was their “father” for this rebirth. 
my lost sheep: Indian converts to Christianity who had left the mission without permission 
neophytes: new converts to Christianity 
Your Lordship: Fernando Rivera y Moncada, the commander of the soldiers at the local presidio 
amendment: change in their behavior 
shackles: rings of iron that encircled wrists and ankles, with iron chains between them 
Viceroy of New Spain: the top Spanish government official for the Spanish colony of Mexico 
rancherías: Indian communities 
gentiles: Indians who had not converted to Christianity 
prey to their unbridled lust: that is, they would rape her; in this time people, especially religious people, used 
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euphemisms like this to refer to sexual acts 
baseness: another euphemism for rape 

 
Visual caption for engraving of missionary R.P. Narcisco Duran and indigenous child: 
This image of a missionary and child from a local tribe reinforces the idea presented in the Serra letter that 
missionaries saw themselves as taking care of Indians who needed them. 

 

For the Teacher 
 

What is significant about the first two excerpts is Serra’s paternalism toward the Indians combined with his use of 
force to keep them at the mission and corporal punishment to reform their behavior. The flight of Indians from the 
missions was one form of resistance. The third excerpt highlights abuses by certain soldiers at the San Gabriel 
mission. Help students understand that the Spanish assumed their superiority due to the fact they were born 
European and had been baptized. The Spanish believed their god superior to that of the Native Americans, and 
that superiority gave Catholics the right to claim foreign lands and the obligation to convert heathens. The arrival of 
the Spanish in Alta California instigated profound social and environmental disruptions for the indigenous people 
living in proximity to the missions and presidios. Rapid population decline from European diseases; environmental 
transformation due to the introduction of European livestock, agriculture, and weeds; religious conversion; new 
forms of labor; and a loss of independence under a colonizing power all meant that California Indians in the mission 
corridor could no longer live, work, worship, or eat in the same manner as they had for thousands of years prior to 
the arrival of the Spanish.  

#2  Primary 
Source 

2a. Letter from Junípero Serra to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, Viceroy of New Spain, December 15, 
1775: 
 
As we are in the vale of tears, not all the news I have to relate can be pleasant. And so I make no excuses for 
announcing to Your Excellency the tragic news I have just received of the total destruction of the San Diego 
Mission, and of the death of the senior of its two religious ministers … at the hand of the rebellious gentiles and of 
the Christian neophytes. All this happened, November 5th, about one or two o’clock at night. The gentiles came 
together from forty rancherías, according to information given me, and set fire to the church, after sacking it. Then 
they went on to the storehouse, the house where the Fathers lived, the soldiers’ barracks, and all the rest of the 
buildings. 
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They killed a carpenter from Guadalaxara and a blacksmith from Tepic. They wounded with their arrows the four 
soldiers, who alone were on guard at the said mission. 
 
2b. Informe de la Mission de San Diego, 1783 
 

 
 
Transcript:  
juraban encontrar venero en que aprobecharla. Estaba mui adelantada la obra de unos cajones de Sachristia de 
hechura primorosa: habian sembrado un poco de Zebada, y proseguian esa operacion, quando el 5 de Nobiembre 
coligado un formidable numero de Gentiles con los mas de los Neofitos de esta Mission la asaltaron de sorpresa, 
la saquearon, la quemaron, la destruieron del todo; y mataron a su principal y mas antiguo P.e y missiono. con 
indecible inhumanidad, con fiereza, a su salbage placer, y contentamte. Por especial providencia de Dios quedo 
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vivo el otro P.e y tambien los cinco soldados de la defensa. Assi quiso la Magd. Divina que tubiessemos quienes 
nos contasen un evidente prodigio, quando nos refiriesen el como se libraron de tantos enemigos, y tan barbaros. 
Inmdiatamete. en aquel mismo dia pasaron los vivos cargando sus muertos para el Presidio. Alli se mantubo la 
Mission hta el Nobiembre de 76; y en este tpo, ya para precaverse de nuebo golpe, que amenazo antes de apresar 
los cabecillas del tumulto; ya para sobrellebar despues aquella estancia acomodar la que trajo el Barco por el mes 
de junio conservar los Ganados, y otras atenciones inexcusables, no dejo de trabajarse bastante. Por dho mes, y 
año se tomo a poner la Mission en el lugar mismo de su ruina, donde hta el presente permanece, gracias a Dios.  
 
English translation:  
[This first sentence completes what is not visible in Spanish in the handwritten text] They had recently finished 
building a large waterwheel and had begun to dig in the area where they thought they would find a water source for 
the placement of the waterwheel. Much progress had been made on constructing the chests for the sacristy. The 
craftsmanship was exquisite. They had planted a bit of barley and were in the process of continuing with that task 
when, on November 5, a large number of gentiles and most of the neophytes from this mission gathered together 
for a surprise attack on the mission. They sacked it, burned it down, and destroyed everything. With savage 
pleasure, cruelty, and indescribable inhumanity they killed the missionary priest who had been there the longest 
and was in charge. Thanks to Divine Providence the other priest survived as did the five soldiers on the line of 
defense. It was the desire of the Divine Majesty that there be witnesses who could tell us about this astonishing 
event and how they were able to escape from so many barbaric enemies. On that same day the survivors quickly 
carried their dead to the presidio. The mission was relocated there until November 1776. During that time they took 
precautions in case there was another attack, which the Indians had threatened to carry out, before the ring leaders 
of the revolt were captured. During that time the presidio was used as a storehouse for the supplies that arrived by 
ship during the month of June. It was also a place to keep the cattle safe. They did not stop working and continued 
to carry out their necessary responsibilities. In November 1776 they began to reconstruct the mission on the very 
site where it had been destroyed. It is still there today, thanks be to God.  
 
 

Title of Source 2a. Letter from Junípero Serra to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, Viceroy of New 
Spain  
2b. Informe de la Mission de San Diego 
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Holding Institution  2b. California Historical Society 

Preferred Citation 2a: Serra to Antonio Maria de Bucareli y Ursua, December 15, 1775, in Antonine 
Tibsear, OFM, ed. and trans., Writings of Junipero Serra (Washington, D.C.: 
Academy of American Franciscan History, 1955-66), II, 401. 

 

For the Student 
 

There are no written sources that record the perspective of the Kumeyaay people who lived in the area now called 
San Diego. We have to imagine what their opinions might have been. Imagine if soldiers from another nation and 
priests from another religion took over your town and forced you and your family to leave your home and move into 
a compound. Imagine you lost your freedom to leave the compound and travel to see your relatives and friends. 
Now, imagine if the foreign soldiers and priests separated you from your mother and father, placing you in a 
dormitory only with other young men or women. You would be required to obey the orders of the priests and 
soldiers to attend religious services and go into the fields six days per week to work. If you disobeyed the 
foreigners, you would be punished by being jailed, whipped, or deprived of food. These were the circumstances of 
California Indians living in the missions. To make matters worse, environmental changes brought about by the 
introduction of European livestock, agriculture, and grasses and seizure of their homelands destroyed the economic 
base of Native society.  
 
To counter the takeover, some Kumeyaay and Luiseño people who lived at Mission San Diego (and some who 
lived nearby) planned a revolutionary war; as patriots they burned the mission and killed or wounded the foreigners 
trying to control their lives. Native people in many other Spanish missions revolted as well.  

 
Vocabulary 
Your Excellency: the Viceroy 
sacking: looting 

 
Visual caption for Informe de la Mission de San Diego  
This report from a Spanish missionary describes the history of Mission San Diego, including the 1775 attack.  
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For the Teacher 
 

For most Kumeyaay and Luiseño Indians, the years from 1769 to 1775 were marked by tragedy. Spanish priests, 
soldiers, and civilians claimed California for the crown and forced Native Americans to work for Spanish immigrants 
to build a mission and presidio in Old Town San Diego. After soldiers raped Indian women, Father Luis Jayme 
asked Father Junípero Serra for permission to move the mission into the valley to get away from abusive soldiers. 
They moved to the present site of Mission San Diego at the village of Nipaguay, where Spanish priests forced 
Indians to build the mission, work in the fields, and tend cattle east of San Diego near Santa Ysabel. Priests and 
soldiers punished Indians for not working, running away, and breaking rules. Poor and insufficient food, whippings, 
and abuse led Indians to flee the missions. This caused mission Indians and other Indians in the region to rise in 
the revolt at Mission San Diego and other missions across North and South America. Father Serra provides his 
view of affairs to the Viceroy Bucareli.  

#3  Primary 
Source 

3a. Pablo Tac’s drawing of Luiseno Indian Dancers 
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3b. Pablo Tac writings 
 
So the missionary arrived with few people; then our captain, seeing them from afar, and also the others, became 
scared but they did not flee, or did they take up arms to kill them, but seated they watched them. But when those 
men approached, then did our captain rise and meet them. The Fernandino speaks to him in Spanish, as in his 
language, but our captain does not understand him because he had never seen white men. The captain speaks to 
him and the Fernandino could not understand him either. The captain somehow had asked him what he was 
seeking here, but through hand signals and in his language. The Fernandino gave him gifts, and so they became 
friends. The captain, seeing these people so generous, turned to his people and … must have spoken favorably of 
the whites, and that is why the Spaniards were not killed, because that was the day on which God wanted to 
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release us from heathenism. 

For the Student 
 

Writing years later, Pablo Tac, a Luiseño priest and consultant to the Spanish, remembered the day when Spanish 
immigrants entered his village. His elders did not fight the newcomers but were fascinated by them. The Luiseños 
and Spaniards “spoke” to each other with hand signs, which was common when Native people met newcomers. 
The Spanish offered the Luiseño gifts, often of small manufactured goods such as beads, metal pans, and cloth 
that Luiseños had never seen. They marveled at such goods and accepted the kindness of the newcomers. Often 
Native people fed the Spanish in reciprocity. When we read Tac’s account of his people meeting the Spanish as 
“the day on which God wanted to release us [Native Americans] from heathenism,” we have to remember that Tac 
became a Catholic priest. Not all Native people would have agreed with him.  
 
How might Tac’s location (in Rome) and his audience (Catholic Church leaders) have influenced his writing? 

 
Vocabulary: 
captain: the Luiseño Indian leader 
the Fernandino: the Franciscan missionary 
heathenism: a term used to describe a non-Christian religion 

 
Visual caption for Pablo Tac’s drawing of Luiseno Indian dancers:  
This was one of the few drawings done by Pablo Tac. It depicts Luiseño dancers. 
 
 

Title of Source 3a. Pablo Tac’s drawing of Luiseno Indian Dancers 
3b. Pablo Tac, excerpt  

Holding Institution 3a. Comune di Bologna Istituzione Biblioteche 

Preferred Citation 3b: Pablo Tac, Indigenous Scholar: Writing on Luiseño Language and Colonial 
History, c. 1840, edited by Lisbeth Haas, 145. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2011. 

 

For the Teacher Pablo Tac was unusual for his ability to write; while his writings give us insight into his particular views on the 
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 Spanish and missions, we do not have written accounts from other baptized Native people. We do have writings 
from Spanish missionaries that sometimes explain the devotion with which some Native people appeared to commit 
themselves to prayers and their faith; other writings that sometimes reveal the persistent commitment to traditional 
beliefs and practices that predated the missions; and writings that sometimes explained Native peoples’ outright 
hostility to the Spanish and their Catholic beliefs (as we see in sources 1 and 2).  

#4  Primary 
Source 

Native American Sheep Shearers at Rancho Camulos, 1885 
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Title of Source Native American sheep shearers at Rancho Camulos, 1885,  
Holding Institution UCLA, Library Special Collections, Charles E. Young Research Library  

Link to Record https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/21198/zz002b15pf/ 

 

For the Student 
 

When Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821 and took control over Alta California, the Mexican 
government decided to end the mission system. Under this “secularization” plan, Native people living at the 
missions were supposed to receive ownership of a portion of the mission lands for personal ranches/farms. In 
reality, few Native people did receive a piece of land. Instead, Californios (Mexican Californians) gained ownership 
of the fertile mission lands, where they often hired Native people in exchange for food, clothing, and shelter, and 
very low wages for a few. Yet California Native people found a way to work within a new economic system that was 
based on exploiting their labor. This rancho era, like the mission era before it, made it impossible for California 
Indians in the coastal corridor to live according to Native traditions. Their social structure had been severely 
disrupted by disease and by life in the missions, and their environment had been transformed by agriculture. Most 
vaqueros (cowboys) of California were indigenous people. They continued to own and work with cattle and horses 
throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

For the Teacher 
 

Most California Native “neophytes” who lived at the missions did not end up owning land from the mission 
properties after secularization. Some missions, like San Carlos in Carmel, were better at distributing land, but within 
just a few decades — after the US acquisition of California — many Californios and others who owned property had 
to work hard to prove ownership under a new property system. Given the date of this photograph — 1885 — it 
appears that some of these ranches outlasted Mexican-era California and were still relying on Native labor after 
California joined the United States. While working on the ranches, Native people applied some of the skills they had 
learned at the missions, such as tending livestock, planting and harvesting crops, and blacksmithing/metal work. 
This ranch in Piru, outside of Santa Barbara, is on the ancestral homeland of the Tataviam people. In the early US 
era, Southern California remained more rural and agricultural than Northern California. The south was much slower 
to develop. 

#5  Primary 
Source 

An Indian Woman Panning Out Gold 
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Title of Source An Indian Woman Panning Out Gold 
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Holding Institution California Historical Society 

Link to Record http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt2j49q0s2/ 

 

For the Student 
 

California Native people participated in the Gold Rush, especially in 1848 before the large crowds of miners began 
to arrive. Some of these Native miners worked for themselves, but they received less money when they tried to 
exchange it, known as the “Indian price.” Others traveled to the mountains as employees of ranch owners trying 
their hands at mining. On the whole, California Native people suffered greatly as a result of the Gold Rush. There 
was a good deal of outright violence against the Native people in California. Settlers hunted and killed men, 
women, and children. As more than one California newspaper stated in this era: “Exterminate Them!” State and 
federal militias employed people to kill California Native people to make room for American settlers. In addition, the 
huge rush of people coming into California to mine for gold caused immense environmental change that depleted 
Natives’ food supplies. The Native population dropped from about 150,000 in 1848 to approximately 30,000 by the 
1860s, and to about 16,000 in 1900. 

For the Teacher 
 

Between 1769 and 1848, California was under the control of three different colonial powers: Spain, Mexico, and 
finally the United States, following its victory in the Mexican–American War in 1848. The discovery of gold in 
January 1848 drew people from around the world to California. Indigenous groups in California’s Central Valley and 
the Sierra Nevada mountains, like the Sierra Miwok — who had not yet faced disruption from the coastal missions 
and ranchos — now felt the impact of newcomers to their region. There were an estimated 150,000 Native people 
remaining in California when the Gold Rush began (which was approximately a 50 percent loss of population from 
the beginning of contact); by 1900 estimates placed the total indigenous population at only 16,000. 

#6  Primary 
Source 

Chapter 133, Statutes of California 
 
6. Complaints may be made before a Justice of the Peace, by white persons or Indians: but in no case shall a white 
man be convicted on any offence upon the testimony of an Indian. 
  
14. When an Indian is convicted of an offense before a Justice of the Peace, punishable by fine, any white person 
may, by consent of the justice, give bond for said Indian, conditioned for the payment of said fine and costs, and in 
such case the Indian shall be compelled to work for the person so bailing, until he has discharged or canceled the 
fine assessed against him; provided, the person bailing shall treat the Indian humanely, and clothe and feed him 
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properly; the allowance given for such labor shall be fixed by the court, when the bond is taken. 
 
20. Any Indian able to work and support himself in some honest calling, not having wherewithal to maintain himself, 
who shall be found loitering and strolling about, or frequenting public places where liquors are sold, begging, or 
leading an immoral or profligate course of life, shall be liable to be arrested on the complaint of any reasonable 
citizen of the county … [a judge will authorize] the officer having him in charge or custody, to hire out such vagrant 
within twenty-four hours to the highest bidder, by public notice given as he shall direct, for the highest price that can 
be had, for any term not exceeding four months … 
  
 
Title of Source The General Laws of the State of California 
Holding Institution California Historical Society  

Preferred Citation Hittell, Theodore Henry. The General Laws of the State of California, from 1850 to 
1864. San Francisco: H. H. Bancroft and Company, 1865. California Historical 
Society. 

 

For the Student 
 

The immense changes wrought by the Spanish, Mexican, and American governments upon California meant that 
the California Native people who had not died of an Old World disease, or been killed at the hands of new settlers, 
had to find ways to work and live in a fashion totally different from they had known for millennia. Some of these 
Native people seized livestock from farms and ranches as a way to eat or to gain valuable possessions. The state 
of California passed a law in 1850 to allow settlers to claim the labor of the Native person convicted of a crime. 
Sometimes this crime was nothing more than not having work and a place to live. This was a time when it was 
difficult to find laborers, as the Gold Rush had drawn so many able-bodied people to the gold fields and away from 
ranches and farms. However, the law was also used in towns such as Los Angeles, which were far from the gold 
fields. 

 
Vocabular: 
Justice of the Peace: a judge 
bond: pay a sum of money toward the Indian’s fine and court costs, similar to bail 
said Indian: that Indian (who had been convicted) 
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compelled: forced 
so bailing: paying the bond 
wherewithal: the means (in this case, a job) 
profligate: wild, degenerate 
discharged: paid for 
assessed against him: that the judge sentenced him to 

 

For the Teacher 
 

By the 1850s, California Indians lived in a state that was part of a capitalist economy that prized productive labor 
and required currency for purchasing everything from household materials to clothing. California Indians who did 
not find good employment could be deemed “vagrants” — essentially wanderers without home or work. In 1850 the 
state government passed a law that convicted “vagrant” Indians as lawbreakers and sold their labor to the highest 
bidder, who would then be able to force work from such an Indian until he or she worked off the debt. This same 
law also allowed bidders to turn young Indian “vagrants” into servants until they reached adulthood. 

#7 Primary 
Source 

Schonchin and Jack 
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Title of Source Schonchin and Jack 
Holding Institution California Historical Society  

Link to Record http://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/2547 

 

For the Student 
 

In Northern California, the Modoc people were pushed out of their native homeland by the pressure of new settlers 
in the state. The US government told the Modocs that they could live in a reservation farther to the north, which 
they had to share with another tribe, the Klamath. Many Modocs found this arrangement unacceptable, in part 
because they had historically been in conflict with the Klamath Indians. In 1872, when a group of Modocs returned 
to their native territory, the federal government sent 600 soldiers to forcibly remove the Modocs who had returned. 
This group of Modocs stood their ground, fighting back with old weapons, and killed 70 Americans while losing only 
5 of their own in battle. In the end, however, the Modocs could not beat the US Army.  
 
This photograph shows two Modoc men who were captured and arrested by the U.S. Army. Shortly after this 
photograph was taken, the Army executed these two men. What do their expressions and body language tell you 
about how they may have viewed their actions and the war itself? 

For the Teacher 
 

Throughout the continental United States during the nineteenth century, new American settlements often pushed 
out indigenous people, forcing them to consider living in government-approved land reservations. These 
reservations were not necessarily in areas that were familiar to Native Americans. Instead, reservations usually 
encompassed low-value land, places where it was difficult to grow food or harvest trees or other valuable 
resources. The Modoc War is the only war that took place between California Indians and the US military as a 
result of forced removal to reservations. Some of the Modoc warriors were sent to prison, others to live in a 
reservation in Oklahoma, and some, such as the two pictured here, were sentenced to death. 

#8  Primary 
Source 

8a. Lining up for Thanksgiving dinner  
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8b. The Alcatraz Proclamation, 1969 
 
To the Great White Father and All His People: 
 
We, the native Americans, re-claim the land known as Alcatraz Island in the name of all American Indians by right 
of discovery. We wish to be fair and honorable in our dealings with the Caucasian inhabitants of this land, and 
hereby offer the following treaty: We will purchase said Alcatraz Island for 24 dollars in glass beads and red cloth, a 
precedent set by the white man's purchase of a similar island about 300 years ago. We know that $24 in trade 
goods for these sixteen acres is more than was paid when Manhattan Island was sold, but we know that land 
values have risen over the years. Our offer of $1.24 per acre is greater than the 47 cents per acre the white men 
are now paying the California Indians for their land. We will give to the inhabitants of this land a portion of that land 
for their own, to be held in trust by the American Indian Government for as long as the sun shall rise and the rivers 
go down to the sea — to be administered by the Bureau of Caucasian Affairs (BCA). We will further guide the 
inhabitants in the proper way of living. We will offer them our religion, our education, our life-ways, in order to help 
them achieve our level of civilization and thus raise them and all their white brothers up from their savage and 
unhappy state. We offer this treaty in good faith and wish to be fair and honorable in our dealings with all white 
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men. 
We feel that this so-called Alcatraz Island is more than suitable as an Indian Reservation, as determined by the 
white man's own standards. By this we mean that this place resembles most Indian reservations, in that: 
 
1. It is isolated from modern facilities, and without adequate means of transportation. 
2. It has no fresh running water. 
3. The sanitation facilities are inadequate. 
4. There are no oil or mineral rights. 
5. There is no industry and so unemployment is very great. 
6. There are no health care facilities. 
7. The soil is rocky and non-productive and the land does not support game. 
8. There are no educational facilities. 
9. The population has always been held as prisoners and kept dependent upon others. 
 
Further, it would be fitting and symbolic that ships from all over the world, entering the Golden Gate, would first see 
Indian land, and thus be reminded of the true history of this nation. This tiny island would be a symbol of the great 
lands once ruled by free and noble Indians. 
 
 
8c. Declaration of Indian Rights 
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Title of Source 8a. Lining up for Thanksgiving dinner  
8b. The Alcatraz Proclamation (1969) 
8c. The Proclamation  

Holding Institution 8a.California Historical Society 
8c. ©Ilka Hartmann 
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Link to Record 8c. 
http://ilkahartmann.squarespace.com/indian-america/the-occupation-of-alcatra
z-19691971/10101855  

Preferred Citation 8b.: "The Alcatraz Proclamation." In Adam Fortunate Eagle, Alcatraz! Alcatraz! 
The Indian Occupation of 1969-1971, 45-48. San Francisco: Heyday Books, 
1992. 

 

For the Student 
 

In 1887 the federal government passed the General Allotment Act, which awarded each head of an Indian family 
160 acres of tribal land, and each individual 80 acres of tribal land. The federal government then sold off all tribal 
land that had not been allotted, often to non-Native settlers. The result was that total land held by Native people 
decreased by more than half. California Native people were active from the late nineteenth century onward in using 
the courts to push for greater land rights. These efforts yielded moderate successes, but fell short of expectations. 
In 1969, a group of 79 Native Americans living in California chose to occupy Alcatraz Island, the site of a former 
federal prison in the San Francisco Bay. They demanded ownership of the land to establish a Native American 
cultural complex and a university. The federal government did not agree, but did not immediately use force against 
these occupiers. During the 19-month occupation, the occupiers issued these demands of the federal government. 
Notice how the Native Americans are using the words and technologies of their colonizers to resist. 

For the Teacher 
 

In some instances such as the Modoc War, indigenous Californians fought to keep ownership over their native 
lands. More frequently, however, Native people pushed the federal government to honor treaties or restore rights to 
land that had been taken from Native people. The occupation of Alcatraz, which happened in conjunction with the 
broader civil rights movement across the United States, included a demand to reclaim native land. The occupiers’ 
demands were not met, but the occupation led to a flourishing of traditional native arts, music, and dancing. The 
occupiers received support from some prominent people in the state, and the news media covered the long event. 
Eventually the group dwindled in size as students returned to school and disagreements among leaders caused 
others to move off the island. In 1971, the federal government sent forces to remove the last 15 occupiers. 
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#9  Secondary 
Source 

Convocation of American Indian Scholars, 1970 
 
Never before in the history of this country has there been so much popular, scholarly, and governmental attention 
devoted to Indian affairs as during the past several years … 
 
As always before in the past, however, there is very little true representation of Indians on the highest levels, where 
conclusions are drawn, decisions made, and long-range policies formulated. This is why the First Convocation of 
American Indian Scholars is called, to bring together not only scholars but Indian students, tribal leaders, and 
nonIndian friends, to explore the issues as these bear on the Indian people as a whole. 
 
This is a call for Indian scholars to come together and take the lead in formulating clear-cut stands and goals on the 
issues. This is a call for Indian scholars to look to the mountaintops and to greatness in seeking a better life for our 
people … 
 
The Indian people cannot afford not to take advantage of what is probably an unprecedented national mood of 
goodwill; for it will pass, as other such moods have passed before. 
 
Keynote Address — Moment of Truth for the American Indian 
 
… We have it in our power now to overcome the disasters of centuries, and to perform a miracle of change in favor 
of a better life for our people. 
Our history in this land has a force of thousands of years’ duration, and cannot be overlooked. Our profound 
concern for this land for our people, has a force so ancient and all-absorbing that it cannot be ignored. Yet we are 
indeed ignored and we are overlooked, in all the practical elements of life as it affects our people. Somehow, 
despite many promises … the Native American lives in poverty, receives a complete and fruitful education only by 
the exercise of the greatest personal sacrifices, and dies in squalor … 
 
The Native American population is small, compared to that of the whole country. It would appear that efforts should 
be combined, expended wisely and with the greatest promise of effectiveness. 
 
Where shall we look for help, to cause a miracle of change to happen? Certainly not from the federal government. 
…  We ourselves will have to make this change possible. 
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For the Student 
 

The Native Americans who occupied Alcatraz were part of a larger civil rights effort in this era. Their demands for 
equality and opportunity were echoing not just across the United States among other minority groups but also 
across the globe, as native people formed their own nations and broke up colonial empires. Out of this era came 
the first Native American Studies programs at major universities. These programs gave Native people the 
opportunity to focus on studying and better understanding their own peoples’ experiences in the past several 
centuries, and to share this learning with non-Native students as well. It was an important step toward more 
inclusive education that honored non-Western (that is, non-European) histories and cultures. In recent years, 
Native communities have engaged in cultural revitalization movements, including people relearning their ancestral 
languages and regaining access to their tribal homelands. Native people continuing to practice, rebuild, and honor 
their cultures to the present day may be their most important form of resistance. 

 
Vocabulary 
convocation: meeting, convention 
formulated: composed, made up 
unprecedented: something that has never happened before 
duration: length of time 
profound: very deep 
squalor: dirty and miserable condition 
expended: spent; that is, that the effort of people should be spent on useful things 
 
 

Title of Source Speeches from the First Convocation of American Indian Scholars, Princeton 

Creator  Rupert Costo 

Preferred Citation “Call for a Convocation” and “Keynote Address: Moment of Truth for the American 
Indian,” by Rupert Costo in Indian Voices: The First Convocation of American Indian 
Scholars (San Francisco: The Indian Historian Press, 1970), 1-7.  
 

 

For the Teacher 
 

The Native American Studies programs were part of the rise of cultural studies programs in colleges and 
universities and were connected to the drive to switch from the study of Western civilization to the study of world 
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history. The demand for representation is still echoing today. In 2018, the California state legislature required the 
State Board of Education to create a model curriculum in ethnic studies. Worldwide, large numbers of colonies 
became independent in the 1960s and 1970s, sometimes as the result of violent revolutions but more often by 
protest, nonviolent resistance, international pressure, and negotiation. Questions of reclaiming identity and 
recovering from colonialism were central issues for the newly independent nations. Today those issues are often 
tackled by the scholarly movement of postcolonialism. These nations established universities and national history 
programs that have supported an ever-increasing number of scholars and publications. Native communities have 
done much in recent years to revitalize traditions, languages, and practices. Students should understand that 
cultural survival in a global world is a major form of resistance to colonialism. 

 

III. English Language Development extension activity  

The Alcatraz Proclamation was published by the Indian occupiers of Alcatraz Island in 1969. The author(s) used quotations from treaties 
that the US government had contracted with Indian tribes in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in a heavily ironic manner to make a 
symbolic point, embarrass the US government and white Americans, and draw attention to the injustices done to Indians both historically 
and at that time. Because students will not be familiar with the precise language of those treaties, they will have difficulty grasping the 
irony. This literacy strategy makes the structure of the text explicit, explains irony, and provides the historical references to help students 
grasp the irony and restate it in their own words. 

 
Directions: 

1. Divide students into small groups and distribute Student Handout 10.4.  

2. Explain the background of the Alcatraz occupation in 1969 and define irony. Give students an example of an ironic comment (such 
as saying “I’m great!” when you are really sick),, so that they understand the concept. 

3. As a class, read the background section and complete part A. together. Make sure that students understand that the author did not 
use the terms “re-claim the land” and “discovery” in a straightforward manner. Instead the author was deliberately echoing the 
terms used by older Eurocentric textbooks. The historical reference section is secondary information to help remind students of the 
relevant details they may have forgotten from earlier grades. Once students have filled in the blanks, they should understand that 
the author was mocking those textbooks. Once that is established, have student groups discuss the irony question. Have the 
student groups share their answers and make sure that everyone understands the irony. 

4. Have student groups complete the rest of the handout. 
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5. Review as a whole class. Write on the board good examples of analysis. 
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