
Inquiry Set OK.1 - Good Citizenship: School Safety 
 

 

I. Inquiry Set Introduction 

Inquiry Set 
Title  

 

 Good Citizenship: School Safety 
 

Brief 
Description 

Students will question, examine, interpret, corroborate, and explain what it means to be a good citizen and the 
behaviors that represent good citizenship. The investigative question that students will answer in evaluating the 
primary sources is, How can we learn and work together? Using school safety as an example of people learning and 
working together, students will investigate how people — kids and adults — have come together to ensure that 
students arrive to school safely, and how school safety has changed over time. 

Authors  
 

Tuyen Tran, Assistant Director, CHSSP 

Grade Levels  
 

Kindergarten 

Topics / 
Concepts  
 

citizenship, working together, safety, citizen, school, children, traffic, rules, transportation, crossing guard, students, 
school, compare and contrast, change over time, chronology, verbs, nouns, safe 
 
 

CA HSS 
Standards / 
Frameworks  

Learning and Working Now and Long Ago 
 
K.1 Students understand that being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways. 
 
K.1.1 Follow rules, such as sharing and taking turns, and know the consequences of breaking them. 
 

Framework 
Excerpt:  

In Standard K.1, students explore the meaning of good citizenship by learning about rules and working together, as 
well as the basic idea of government, in response to the question, How can we learn and work together? An 
informational book such as Rules and Laws by Ann-Marie Kishel may be used to introduce the topic while teachers 
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use classroom problems that arise as opportunities for critical thinking and problem solving. For example, problems in 
sharing scarce resources or space with others or in planning ahead and ending an activity on time for the next activity 
will teach students to function as a community of learners who make choices about how they conduct themselves. 
 

Standards  California English Language Development Standards for Kindergarten 
 

Part I. Interacting in Meaningful Ways 
B. Interpretive 

5. Listening actively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts 
6. Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how meaning is 

conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language 
7. Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and opinions with details or 

reasons, depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area 
8. Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for specific 

purposes (to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.), depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, 
topic, and content area 

  
Part II.  Learning about How English Works 

B. Expanding and Enriching Ideas 
3. Using verbs and verb phrases 
4. Using nouns and noun phrases 
5. Modifying to add details 

 
Common Core State Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Kindergarten 

 
Reading and Literature 
1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear 

(e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 
10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.  
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a. Activate prior knowledge related to the information and events in texts.  
b. Use illustrations and context to make predictions about text.  

 
Writing 
1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 

students name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to 

strengthen writing as needed.  
 

Investigative 
Question 

How can we learn and work together? 

Historical 
Background 
 

The English Language Art / English Language Development Framework states that the more students know 
about a topic, the more motivated and better equipped they will be in their language development. Thus, when 
students study Standard K.1, that “being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways,” they will draw upon their 
experiences at home, at school, and in their communities to learn history-social science content and English. 
Citizenship is one of the central themes in the History-Social Science Framework.  
 
Learning about citizenship academically should not be a huge stretch for students. They practice good citizenship 
every day at school, from standing quietly in line to cleaning up after class activities. Understanding democratic 
values complements kindergartners’ developing capacities for literacy. As students are encouraged to get along 
with their classmates and follow classroom and school rules, they get to practice the tenets that democratic 
societies are built upon — respecting others, appreciating rules for order and equity, sharing, and taking personal 
responsibility for one’s actions. 
 
 With this inquiry set, students will question, examine, interpret, corroborate, and explain what it means to be a 
good citizen and the behaviors that represent good citizenship. The investigative question that students will 
answer in evaluating the primary sources is, How can we learn and work together? Using school safety as an 
example of people learning and working together, students will investigate how people — kids and adults — have 
come together to ensure that students arrive to school safely, and how school safety has changed over time. To 
answer this question, teachers will guide students’ examination of primary sources that depict traffic safety before 
there were traffic laws, with a crossing guard in 1960, and in traffic safety posters. 
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Students will compare the two primary sources with their daily travel to school. Asking How can we arrive to 
school safely? would be a great start before they tackle the main investigative question, How can we learn and 
work together? Arriving to school safely requires adults and children to be good citizens; everyone must work 
together to follow school and transportation rules.  
 
Students will have ideas and stories about how they practice good safety and citizenship on their way to school. 
Their experiences will enhance their ability to identify how people learn and work together to ensure a safe school 
environment then and now.  
 
In comparing their experiences with portrayals from 1906 and 1960, students will gain a sense of chronology 
about technological advances and safety protocols, in addition to discipline-specific concepts of change over 
time, cause and effect, and what it takes to be a good citizen on the way to school. 

Potential 
Sensitive 
Issues, Topics, 
and 
Information 

Teachers should be mindful that students arrive to school using a wide range of transportation options (public 
and private) and accompanied by guardians who may or may not be related to the student. Students and their 
families come from a variety of socioeconomic, cultural, religious, ability, nationality, gender, and racial/ethnic 
backgrounds.  

 
 

Map  
 

Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
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II. Source Sets 

#1 Primary 
Source 
 
 

Crossing guard and schoolchildren 
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Title of Source "Crossing Guard," Los Angeles  

Holding Institution California State University, Northridge  

Link to Record https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/collection/Bradley/id/130 

 

For the Student 
 

Teachers will orally lead a primary source investigation to support student reading, analysis, and interpretation: 
What 
do you see? What are the details? Who or what is in the picture? What do you think is happening in this picture? 
What 
actions are taking place? Are people being safe? Who do you think took this photograph? Why? Have you 
experience 
something similar?  
 
Here are a few sentence starters that may be used with all the sources in this set: 

● “I see. . .” 
● “I think . . .” 
● “What is . .  .?” 
● “Why does. .  .?” 

A word bank for verbs and nouns associated with this lesson is provided within the literacy support and student 
handouts. 

For the Teacher 
 

For 35 years, Harry Adams (1918 – 1988) took many pictures of the African American community in Los 
Angeles as a freelance photographer for the California Eagle and the Los Angeles Sentinel. He documented the 
social, political, and religious activities of his community wherever they congregated. This particular photograph 
represents traffic safety being practiced by students and a crossing guard. The adult and students are working 
together to make sure that everyone arrives to school safely. The children are cooperating by waiting patiently at 
the crosswalk. The crossing guard will stop traffic and monitor the students’ safe passage across the street.  
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All of these actions are examples of good citizenship — following and respecting laws that protect everyone. 
School rules and transportation laws designed for the safe arrival of students to school are decided at the local 
level — schools and districts often work with local government officials and transportation authorities to ensure 
that everyone is safe in school zones. Traffic safety has differed depending on time and place. Students will 
make this observation when they compare their experiences with those depicted in the inquiry set. 

#2   Primary 
Source 
 

San Francisco street traffic before and after 1906 

 
 

Title of Source Cable Car Ride on Market Street 1905-1906, Before and After Earthquake, A 
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Holding Institution  Prelinger Archives 

Link to Record https://archive.org/details/0890_Cable_Car_Ride_on_Market_Street_1905-1906_Before_and_Af
ter_Eart_08_00_54_00 

 

For the Student 
 

Teachers will orally lead a primary source investigation to support student reading, analysis, and interpretation: 
What do you see? What are the details? Who or what is in the picture? What do you think is happening in this 
picture? What actions are taking place? Who do you think took this film? Why? Have you experienced something 
similar?  

For the Teacher 
 

The first 50 seconds of this silent film of San Francisco in 1906 should fascinate students for many reasons. First, 
there is no sound. Students may be surprised to learn that the film is live footage from a long time ago (before 
their grandparents were born) and at that time, sound was not recorded with film until the 1920s.  

 
Second, the film is in black and white. Commercialized color films were not commonplace until the 1950s. Third, 
the urban scene, showing diverse transportation methods all in the same place, might shock students. Are those 
horses on city streets? they may ask. The film features horses pulling wagons and coaches, single horse riders, 
early automobiles, a streetcar, and pedestrians sharing the same streets — except there are no noticeable traffic 
signs, lights, sidewalks, or traffic patrols.  

 
This leads to the fourth point, which only some students may pick up on: traffic signs and laws are lacking. There 
do not appear to be any safety laws, as evidenced by the boys holding and running alongside the back of the 
vehicle in the film. This was a common sight cross America’s growing cities at the turn of the 20th century. Traffic 
laws were made at the local level; the federal Department of Transportation was not established until 1966. How 
did this affect schools? Some of the earliest safety measures for school zones began in the 1920s with crossing 
guards. Traffic safety as practiced by the crossing guard and students in the Los Angeles photograph (Source 1) 
are not visible in the silent film.  
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#3   Primary 
Source 

Traffic Safety Posters 
 

3a. 
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3b. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Title of Source 3a. Wait Your Turn 

3b. "Traffic is Dangerous Too-Be Cautious!" 
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Holding Institution Archives, Automobile Club of Southern California 

 

For the Student 
 

Teachers will orally lead a primary source investigation to support student reading, analysis, and interpretation: 
What do you see? What are the details? Who or what is in the picture? What do you think is happening in this 
picture? What actions are taking place? Who created these posters? For whom and why? Have you seen 
something similar?  

For the Teacher 
 

These traffic safety posters are artifacts from the Automobile Club of Southern California. They were created to 
promote public safety. Before reading the posters, teachers should give their students time to analyze the 
sources. Students will be drawn to the graphics and the large and fancy text, and they will make several 
interpretations about the posters’ purpose. After the text of the posters is revealed to students, the class should 
discuss the effectiveness of the literary and artistic choices of the creators.  
 
These posters are included in this inquiry set as models of assignments that students can also complete as an 
assessment or part of a project-based learning activity. There are many ways teachers can support their 
students’ creativity. Teachers may select three to six vocabulary words that students must include as part of 
their safety poster. Or a list of traffic safety words can be generated by the class.  A word bank with 
corresponding pictures (a pictured dictionary handout) could also support learning of content and language. 

 

III. English Language Development extension activity 

The purpose of this inquiry set is for students to study how people learned and worked together in the past as well as in the present day, 
using school and traffic safety as an example of good citizenship. Students will learn two key terms: citizen and safety. They will learn 
that being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways. They will create a timeline to determine how transportation safety has changed 
over time.  

 
In kindergarten, students are just starting to develop their language skills and learning how English works. While writing complete 
sentences and thoughts may not be possible for some in this grade, teachers can still guide students’ analysis and interpretation of the 
inquiry set through class discussion, vocabulary instruction, and structured writing. 
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Directions: 
 

1. The teacher begins by telling students that the class will examine artifacts from the past to answer the investigative question, How 
can we learn and work together? Teachers will explain that the class will answer this question through the example of school 
safety, specifically how students arrive safely to school every day. To unearth and build upon background knowledge, teachers ask 
students, How can we arrive to school safely? Students are reminded that getting to school safely requires adults and children to 
behave in certain ways. The teacher will chart the following (1) how students get to school (mode of transportation); (2) their safety 
practices; and (3) the laws (rules) that protect them as they travel to school. 

● Bike, walk, skateboard, skate, scooter, car, bus. 
● Seatbelts, parents, crossing guards, helmets, crosswalks, signs. 
● Speed limits, school zones, street lights and signs, curbs, sidewalks, designated drop-off and pick-up zones. 

 
2. Teachers will then define citizen and safety for students orally and point to the words in print on the board/poster sheet labeled with 

the current date. Teachers will explain that both adults and students practice good citizenship by cooperating with one another and 
following traffic rules for a common goal. Good citizens are safe citizens. These possible answers are written on the board and will 
be revisited as the students compare safety in the 21st century with safety in 1906 and 1960. 

 
For example, the chart could read: 

 
[Today’s date] 
Investigative Question: How can we arrive to school safely? 

 
● How do I get to school?  (bike, walk, skateboard, skate, scooter, car, bus) 
● How am I safe? (helmet, seatbelts, knee or arm pads, traffic cones, reflective gear, car seats, seatbelts) 
● What rules do I follow on the way to school? 

o    Safety signs (hand-held stop signs, School Xing, speed limits, bus stop, crossing guard) 
o    Traffic rules (taking turns at lights and stop signs, following crosswalk signals, designated drop-off and pick-up spots, 

speed limit, curbs, crosswalks, sidewalks, signals) 
  

➔ A citizen is someone is who is a member of a state or government. 
➔ Safety is protection from harm and danger. 
➔ A good citizen is a safe citizen. 
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3. Next, teachers will turn their students’ attention to the 1960 Harry Adams photograph showing a crossing guard and schoolchildren 

in Los Angeles. The teacher projects the primary source and passes out one copy of the photo per small group or per student. He 
or she will facilitate a primary source analysis of the picture.  

 
First, the teacher lets the students know the place and date of the photograph — a Los Angeles neighborhood at about the time that 
their grandparents or great-grandparents were kids. This will give students a point of reference for time. Second, students will identify 
the actions in the photograph. The teacher explains that action words are called verbs in English. This explanation can be done verbally 
or by drawing circles around the actions in small groups or as a class. Drawing lines between the verbs and the circled actions will 
reinforce learning.  

 
The class chart could look like this: 
 
1960, Los Angeles 
Cross guard and schoolchildren 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California Historical Society 13 

https://calisphere.org/item/64e4e950299f991aa7adb47004973793


Good Citizenship: School Safety 

4. Once the teacher has created a list of the actions, teachers ask student to interpret what is happening in the picture. Students will 
determine how the details in the photographs make meaning. Here are a few text questions that can be asked to move students 
from comprehension to analysis and interpretation: 

● Where do you think this is taking place? How do you know? (city, farm, school, street, etc.) 
● What do you see? Who or what is in the picture? 
● What is each person doing? 
●  Where are people going? How do you know? 
●  How are people learning and working together? For what purpose? 
● Are there any safety measures that you practice that are missing from the photograph? (helmets, stop light, safety vest with 

reflectors for crossing guard) 
● Why is learning and working together important? Who does it benefit? 

 
5. Before showing the film, the teacher will summarize the key details and understandings the class has learned about safety 

procedures on the way to school. 
  

6. Students will continue to compare their travel and safety experiences with those from the past. Now they will view a silent film from 
1906, at about the time their great or great-great grandparents were kids. Show the short silent film at least three times (Source 2), 
more if necessary. First, as with the 1960 photograph, students will focus only on all the actions in the film. Second, students will 
concentrate on transportation similarities and differences between 1906, 1960, and today.  

 
What is the same or different about the transportation in this film? The teacher can write on a chart the responses to the first two 
viewings of the film. Third, students will identify the transportation safety features (see Student Handout). 
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7.  A graphic organizer (Page 1 of Student Handout) is provided to walk students through their analysis of how safety has changed 
over time. Teachers will review the primary sources using the charts created for each time period. Students will answer the 
question How can we arrive to school safely? by determining which of the safety items or measures in the first column are present 
in each time period. Then the teacher will help students match the date of the primary sources with the level of transportation 
safety gathered from the primary sources. Teachers may ask students to provide evidence for their reasoning by asking, How do 
you know? 

 
8. Page 2 of the Student Handout can be done as a whole class, or if there are teacher assistants, in small groups. Students will 

discuss with a partner, in small groups, or as a class who needs to learn and work together to ensure safety as it applies to each 
image. This discussion will reinforce the idea that safety is both an individual and a community responsibility. Finally, students will 
discuss why people need to learn and work together for safety.  

 
Word banks encourage students to apply their new vocabulary in the appropriate context. Sentence starters are provided to help 
facilitate class or small group discussion. The teacher should prompt students to refer back to the safety behaviors exhibited by people 
in the primary sources (and their own lives). Through the final exercise of discussing safety as both an individual and a community 
necessity, students will once again note that good citizens act in safe ways. Thus, students can feel good about the ways they commit 
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to good citizenship at home, at school, and in their community. This early investigation into citizenship will prepare students for future 
studies when they will delve deeper into the nation’s origins and explore the evolution of American citizenship. 

 
*See student handout for literacy support 
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